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JESUS, THE COMFORTER. 1 

TN the beginning was the . Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 

All things were made by him; and 
without him was not anything made 
that was made. 

In him was life ; and the life was the 
light of men. 

The Word, or will of Grod. 

Grod communicates with man through his 

works. 

The Word of God is interpreted to man by 

man. 

The Bible is the interpretation by wise men of 
the will of God, written at various periods. 



Oh, God, give me light, that my eyes mxiy see 
to read Thy Word in Thy works, and Thy 
Spi/rit to understand Thee vn my heart. 
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JESUS, THE COMPOETBB, 

ND the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us, ftdl of grace and 



truth. 



Although man had beforetimes interpreted 
the Word of God — ^yet behold another, full of 
grace and truth. 

No man, before or since, has been so full of 
the spirit of Grod as Jesus, or so able to interpret 
it so as to be understood of man, even by little 
children. 



My Song is of JesuSj 

Thy Word m the flesh, 

FvU of Qrace and of Truth. 

Who shall resemhle hi/m? 

I wiU imitate Jesus 

Humbly yet with my whole hearty 

My Master and Teacher. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 6 

r\ OD is a spirit ; and they that worship 
^ him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth. 



Man encumbered by the flesh cannot see God. 

That which is spiritual within him, has an 
affinity to God, and is always struggUng to the 
Light. 

He who would approach God must do so in 
spirit and in truth. 



Ood is a spirit. 
The world is material. 
Mam, is of matter amd spirit. 
He who would worship Ood 
Must put aside his body, 
And with his spiritual Tvaiure 
Worship vfh truth. 
My Lord and my Ood. 



4 JESUS, THE COMPOETEE. 

AND she brought forth her first born 
son, and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger. 



Father, Thou who hast granted to Thy daughter 
the greatest privilege that can fall to the lot of 
woman, Thou who hast given to my care this 
helpless portion of Thyself, grant that I may so 
nourish and protect this little life that it may 
grow in health and strength of body, and that 
when the time comes it may learn to do Thy 
bidding in this life to which Thou hast brought 
it. 



iord, I pray that I may imitate Jesus i/n 
spirit and i/n truth. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 5 

TTIS name, Jesus. 

For he shall save his people from 
their sins. 



Jesus — The Saviour. 
Christ — ^The Anointed. 

Selected by God to preach a new doctrine. 
The doctrine of Love, of Charity, and of Mercy. 



Ohy Father J my Creator j in whom I live and 
m^ove^ and have my being. Let me, one of Thy 
children^ imitate, in however small a degree, 
the life of Thy son, Jeans, who gave hvmself as 
a sacrifice for aU men. He led a good, virtuous 
and %isefvl life — heali/ng the sick, feedi/ag the 
hungry, avd teaching the ignorant; Toay I do 
so likewise. 



6 JESUS, THE COMFOETEE. 

A LIGHT to lighten the Gentiles, and 
the glory of thy people Israel. 



He shall deliver us from the burden of the 
(Jewish ceremonial) law, from false teachers, 
from ignorance, error, and from sin. 

Knowledge, true knowledge, is a light and a 
glory. 

His light shall spread to all nations, and 
lighten the dark places. 



Ood^ give me grace that I may recognise truth. 
Thy great hook, written with Thine own Handy 
lies open before me, may the eyes of my mind he 
opened to read that which is written, and may 
ignorance and superstition be banished from 
my sight. Let Thy light shine around m^, and 
enlighten my mind. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. 7 

A ND the child grew, and waxed strong 
in spirit, filled with wisdom. 



A healthy and pure mind, in a healthy and 
pure body. 

Pure and undefiled, watched by a mother's 
love. 

Cared for by an honest and righteous father. 

Chosen by God for a great purpose. 



Oodj grant that /, too, wxiy escape the vioea of 
youth, 80 that my body, pure and strong, may 
become a fittvng vessel, worthy to contain Thy 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Lead me not into temptation, bvut deliver me 
from evil. 

Thy Spi/rU is strong, but my flesh is weak. 



8 JESUS, THE COMPOETEE, 

A ND the grace of God was upon liim. 



The surroundings of the child Jesus were 
such that he remained pure and unblemished. 

The filth and contamination of youth touched 
him not. 

His mother watched over him with her great 
love. 

He was pure in body, as in mind. 



Ohj Oodf my Maker^ Father^ Them who hast 
formed me in the aaTne image as Jeaus^ help me 
to reaiat the ai/nful lusts of the fleshy keep ms 
pure, as even he was pure, that my soul may not 
enter into corruption. 

Help the young to keep from the pollution of 
youth. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. M 

nPHEY found Tiitti in the temple, sitting 
in the midst of the doctors, both 
hearing them, and asking them questions. 



To attain wisdom it is necessary to learn 
from those who have devoted themselves to 
the acquisition of knowledge. 

Bead, mark, learn, and inwardly digest. 

It is not good to believe all that is written. 

Judge for thyself, when thou hast attained 
the power to judge. 



Thou who hast written Thy laws vn unrmS" 
takable language, guide me to their true inter- 
pretation. 

I hear, and ash questions, enahle me to 
recognise the truth. 



10 JESUS, THE OOMPORTEE. 

TI7IST ye not that I must be about my 
Father's business. 



What is my Father's business? 

The dissemination of Truth. 

The elevation of Mankind. 

The seeking of that which is perfect. 

The suppression of evil. 

To march onwards and upwards. 



My Father J I also will devote myadf to Thy 
bvMnesa. I will teach those who are more 
ignorant than myself; to do so I will learn from 
those who are more learned than L Ora/nl that 
I may be guided to the truth; let my eyes be 
opened to Thy wisdom, and let me not be blmded 
by ignorance, superstition or authority. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. 11 

AND they understood not the saying 
which he spake unto them. 



They were blinded by ignorance. 

The eye sees what it brings the power to see. 

How can the ignorant detect truth from false- 
hood? 

It is only true wisdom (attained by few) 
that can judge the Truth. 



Let me under8tand ^the saying which he 
apeaka utUo me." 

Let my eyes be opened to true wisdom. 

I wHZ seek out the truth even if it he hidden. 

Aid me m my quests my Lord and my Ood. 



12 JESUS, THE OOMFOETEB. 

A ND he was subject unto them. 



Who loves us as our parents? 

The father gives us the fruits of his labour, 
the results of his searching after truth, his 
guidance, advice, and protection. 

The mother gives her heart to her children, 
what vdll she not sacrifice to their welfare. 

What love is so pure, so disinterested as 
that of the mother for her child ? 



OA, Ood^ my Father. I honour my pa/rents 
and love them, I will subject myself to th&i/r 
righteous com/mands. He who haew all did so. 
I will imitate Hi/m,^ and give them my love and 
d/uly. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHEIST. 13 

AND Jesus increased in wisdom p,nd 
stature and in favour with God and 
man. 



Wisdom is of slow growth. 

Wisdom is the fruit of knowledge and ex- 
perience. 

Wisdom is seldom for the yomig. 

Wisdom grows with the growth, and is found 
in a healthy body, and in a pure and well- 
stored mind. 



Ofe, Lord, may 7, too, increase in wisdom, as 
vn stature ; let my body be pure, that it may be 
a fitting vessel for Thy Holy Spirit within me, 
that I also may be held in favour by Ood and 
Tnan. 

As He ddd, so may I do; Id me imitate Him 
m aU things. 



14 JESUS, THE COMEOETEE. 

AND Jesus began to be about thirty 
years of age. 
And according to custom, after his bap- 
tism, he fasted forty days and forty nights, 
during which time he was tempted. 



The ascetic sees visions. 

The mind (the outcome of the brain) bemg 
dependent upon the body for nourishment, if 
the body be ill-nourished, so is the mind. 

The balance of the mind is upset; he was 
tempted. 



Oh, Oody merciful Father , thou hast created 
me a mauj Uable to tem/ptation, give me strength 
to resist ; enable ms to govern the vndinations of 
my body, that my soul may remmn pure and 
vmdefiled. 



1 



A NEW IMITATION OF OHBIST. 16 

T meat is to do the will of him that 
sent me, and to finish his work. 



To some the most important object in life is 
what they shall eat. 

To the follower of Jesus to do his will and 
finish his work is that which is of chief import. 

Eat, that your body may receive strength to 
obey the spirit. 

Do not eat that the spirit may be clogged by 
the grossness of the body. 



Ohj Oody I pray that I may he purged of the 
8vn of glvMony^ and all other amful lusts of the 
flesh ; my spirit is desi/rous to do Thy will m 
this life^ and come to Thee hereafter j but it is 
cunibered with the flesh. 
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16 JESUS, THE COMFOETER. 

XrO prophet is accepted in his own 
country. 
A prophet is not without honour, save 
in his own country, and in his own house. 



FamiKarity breeds contempt. 

No man is perfect; those who are with him 
always see his failings. 

All greatness is surrounded and accompanied 
by littleness. 



7, who would imitate^ as far as in me liesj 
the life of Jesus, Tny Master and Teacher, let me 
conquer all my littleness of character; let me 
combat my own failings and suppress them, so 
that those with whom I live Tnay respect and 
love Trie, 
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A NEW IMITATION OP CHBIST. 17 

A ND He preached in the synagogues 
of Galilee. 



It is not everyone who is capable of receiv- 
ing the trutli. 

Some are too young, some too old, some too 
frivolous, too happy, or too sad. 

Sow your seed broadcast, and some will fall 
otL good ground, and bring forth one hundred- 
fold. 



What good I can do, I wiU do; U may be 

little, but thai little will I do with wy whole 

heart. May Ood aid me in my efforts, Toay He 

give 7ne strength for the struggle ;letms waMe 

no ti/me, but be about my Father^s busmess. 





18 JESUS, THE COMFOETEB. 

TTE which made them at the beginning, 
made them male and female. 
For this cause shall a man leave father 
and mother, and shall cleave to his wife ; 
and they twain shall be one flesh. 



This is the great law of nature. 

The junction of a man and woman who love 
one another is the perfection of earthly happi- 
ness; and no man or woman has completed his 
or her life until married. 



God^ my Father^ Thou hast gi/ven me a good 
gift J may I treasure it with my whole heart ; 
grant that I mjay he worthy of Thy bounty^ and 
that I may devote my life to its welfare^ amd to 
Thy service. 



A NEW IMITATION OF OHEIST, 19 

TUrOSBS, because of the hardness of 
your hearts, suffered you to put 
away your wives; and I say unto you 
whoever shall put away his wife, except 
it be for fornication, and shall marry 
another, committeth adultery. 



Woman is weak, be good to her, she is the 
companion of thy bosom, the mother of thy 
children, the nurse to thy infirmities. 

A man should suffer much from his wife, 
and be kind; she will return his goodness in 
time. 



Oive me strength to hear up agamst my mcmy 
troublea^ they oppress me, yet will I trust in 
Thee, I will have patience im, adversity. It is 
good for me to he chastened^ it hrvngs me nearer 
to Thee. 



20 JESUS, THE OOMPOETEB. 
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EAB not, from henceforth thou shalt 
catch men. 



How much more noble a calling it is, to 
minister to the mind than to the body. 

Useful as is the production of food for the 
body, still more so is the production of food for 
the mind. 

As the food for the body should be pure, so 
much more should that be for the mind. 

Be ye catchers of men. 



Ohj my Maker and my Ood, Thou hast called 
me to the highest duty, mxiy I he a fit follower 
of my Mobster. I will imitate Hvm so far a^s my 
weak nature will permit. May God give me 
strength. 
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A NEW IMITATION OP OHEIST. 21 

npHERE be eunuchs wliich have made 
themselves eunuchs for the kingdom 
of heaven's sake. 

All men cannot receive this saying, 
save they to whom it is given. 

He that is able to receive it, let him 
receive it. 

As man is God's noblest work, do not de- 
stroy his image. 

The spirit of God within you is given, so 
that you may suppress that which is of the 
flesh, and keep it pure. 

This saying is not for the many. 



My God, I struggle daily with the flesh, pity 
me, aid me with the abundance of Thy Spirit, 
thai I may fight the good fight, a/ad with Thy 
help pass through the fire, and in d/ae time he at 
peace. 



22 JESUS, THE COMPOETEE. 

T\0 not ye yet understand that whatso- 
ever entereth in at the mouth goeth 
into the belly, and is cast out into the 
draught. 

But those things which proceed out of 
the mouth come forth from the heart, 
and they defile the man. 

For out of the heart proceedeth evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, false witness, blasphemies. 

These are the things which defile a 
man, but to eat with unwashed hands 
defileth not a man. 



These things defile the soul, unwashen hands 
defile only the body. 

/ wUl keep a watch upon my tongue^ 
And bridle my lips. 

I wiU not defile m/y soul with corruption^ 
Nor my heart with guile. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHEIST. 23 

T WILL give unto this last even as 
unto you. 



The burdens of life axe unequally distributed. 

If we look around we see some called upon 
to suffer more than others. 

Some suffer for their own faults — others for 
those of their parents. 

The sins of the fathers are visited upon the 
children ; this is one of the fundamental laws 
of God. 

The parental virtues make smooth the paths 
of the children. 



Father^ let me suffer for my favMa^ pity my 
poor i/miocent chUd/ren. Ohj let me not be the 
means of addmg to the mjieery of nficm. Let 
me bear my own burden. 



24 JESUS, THE OOMPOETEE. 

/ANE soweth and another reapeth, 



Do not be cast down if you live not to see 

the harvest; sow the good seed, some one will 

reap. 

Do the work which lays ready to thy hand. 

Grod giveth the increase, sooner or later. 

It is not given to all to gather in the harvest. 



Thy aairUs have aown^ 

In days long pastj 

Arid followed in Jeaua^ steps, 

And I am wiUing to sow again 

Or gather the harvest m. 

The labour that conies to my hands 

I am ready J Lord, to do. 

Let my life be used for Thee 

So that it serve Thy ends. 



«■ 
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A NEW IMITATION OF OHEIST. 25 

ND he withdrew himself into the 
wilderness and prayed. 



How necessary is it to commune alone with 
your own soul, in the presence of Grod. 

Jesus was accustomed to withdraw Himself 
not only from the people, but from His disciples 
for self commune, and for prayer. 

Where Grod's works are, there is God — ^in the 
wilderness, as in the fields and gardens. 



JeauSy my Master and Teacher ^ I will imitate 
Thee. Let me withd/raw myself from the worlds 
a/nd com/rmme with Ood. 

Ood he m^rcifvl to me a einnery ind/we Trie 
with strength to reaiat the tefm/ptatioTia which 
surround ma, aifid to which I am weak and 
yielding. 



26 JESUS, THE COMPOETEB. 

T CAME not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance. 



They that are whole need not a physician : 
but they that are sick. 

Yet are the righteous sick at times, and re- 
quire the aid of the physician of the soul. 

There is no man so pure and so good as not 
to sin at times; Jesus then calls him to re- 
pentance. 



Thou caUest me oft, and I repent. I aim, a 
avnm^erj I would do what is right, my spirit is 
willing but my flesh is weak. God, give me 
strength to resist. Let me keep my m^indfliced 
upon the teaching of my Master, let me imita;te 
Thee, Jesus, my Guide and my Friend. Thou 
hast called me oft ; I a/m a si/nner, and I repent 
Tne of the sin. 



B 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. 27 

UT thine eat and drink. 



Asceticism by starving the body renders the 
mind morbid. 

The body should be well fed that the mind 
may be healthy. 

The body should not be over fed or in- 
judiciously fed, as the mind will sympathise 
and become lusty and lustful. 

The condition of the mind depends much 
upon the condition of the body. 

The spirit of God in man dwells with the 
mind, in the body. 



Ohy my Oody I aia hut a man^ I am too fond 
of good Ivvvfig : what a degrading vice is this ! 
The very animals know when they have had 
enough. I wUl be moderate, a/ad eat and d/rink 
only to nourish my body. Ood, aid me with 
Thy Spirit within rne. 



28 JESUS, THE COMPOETEE. 

TNASMUCH as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me. 



As Jesus is the representative man, so if you 
do good to His fellow man, you do good to 
Him. 

He has bid you heal the sick, feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked. These do in remembrance of 
Him. 

Jesus sympathised always with the poor, the 
needy, the sick, and the sinner. 



JesuSy Thy Son, God, has left us, bid Thy 
Spi/rity which filled hvm, and of which I also have 
a aha/re, is always with us; let me obey his com- 
mands ; I wiU aid m/y brethren in their troubles 
and difficulties, and so do it for Thee. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 29 

TS it lawful on tlie sabbath day to do 
good, or to do evil ? To save life, or 
to destroy it ? 



The body and mind of man require a peri- 
odical rest: one day in seven is set apart for 
that rest. 

But if your neighbour require help on that 
day, it is good and right to assist him, even at 
the expense of your own labour. 



I am too ready to indvlge in rest, let me take 
up some good workj let Toe do good, let me also 
save life. Jesus^ my Master and Teacher^ You 
wenre always ready to do some good work on the 
Sabbath Day : let me do likewise. 

I can teach, if I have no other gift, let me 
speak to the ignorant of Jesus. 



.^ I 



30 JESUS, THE OOMPOETER. 

"CI OR ye have the poor always with you, 
but me ye have not always. 



This woman performed an act of love, and 
Jesus, recognising the afiFection in her heart, 
would not allow her to be rebuked. 

He placed love before all the virtues. 

He was the incarnation of love. 

Love leads to mercy and charity. 



I love TheCy oh, rny Ood^ 
For Thow hast given me life ; 
I love Thee, Master j Ouidey 
And I will foUow Thee. 
I love thee^ dea/r ones aU, 
Ood^s good gifts to m^, 
/ love thee, feUow man. 
My neighbov/r i/n this world. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHEIST. 31 

TTE went out into a mountain to pray, 
and continued all night in prayer 
to God. 



Where God is to be found, there seek Him. 

He is in His works, in the mountains, in the 
wilderness. 

Where nature is, there is Grod. 

Jesus communed with His own soul, and con- 
tinued all night in prayer : He received spiritual 
strength. 



Chdj maker of the universe wnd of m^, 1 
wiU aiao commune with my own aovZ^ and then 
wiU Thou he present. 

Let my ami grow a/nd expand, and fill my 
whole body with Thy presence, I wiU pray all 
night to my Lord my Ood. 



32 JESUS, THE COliFOETBB. 

"DLBSSED are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 



Blessed axe the humble and lowly minded. 

The kingdom of heaven and of Grod, in con- 
tradistinction to the kingdom of man. 

The spiritual and eternal kingdom, in contra- 
distinction to the changing and decaying king- 
doms of the world. 



Of wJiat should I be proud ? What am I in 
Thy sight f The creatwre of Thy hand^ an atom 
of Thy creation. I am but an i/nftnitesi/maZ 
portion i/n Thy great schema. Aid me to do the 
work apportioned to me, well, and I shall enter 
Thy Jd/ngdom a humble servant of Thy wiU. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHEIST. 33 

"DLESSBD are they that moum, for 
they shall be comforted. 



They who sincerely sorrow for their sins shall 
receive comfort. 

They who accept sorrows and affliction with 
resignation, believing that such troubles are for 
their good, shall be comforted. 

He who mourns receives instruction ; he com- 
munes with his soul, and with God. 



My Ood, how weak is human nature ; give Trie 
streagth to bea/r up agamst the afflictions that 
necessarily accompany life. 

All men must die, and those left moum their 

loss, but if they believe that the words of Jesus 

are true, they shall be comforted. I imitate Thee, 

I am, comforted. 

D 



34 JESUS, THE COMFOETEE. 

T)LBSSED are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth. 



The race is not always to the swift, nor the 
victory to the strong. 

Be ye not puffed up. 

The greatest earthly blessing is a contented 
mind, a peaceful, happy disposition. 

A contented, happy disposition leads to 
length of life. 



The meek! the humble! the lowly i/nepvritf 
of what should man be proud ? What is he in 
Thy sight? The creature of Thy hand, doing 
Thy will in his position, having a little brief 
authority. 

Ohy Ood, forgive my pride of heart, before Thee 
I am nought ; let me fulfil my dviy. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHEIST. 35 

"DLESSED are they which do hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, for 
they shall be filled. 



Blessed are they which desire to do what is 
right. 

To subject the body, to improve the mind, to 
increase the spirit. 

He that seeks with dihgence shall find. 



I am eager for knowledge ; 

FiU me with Thy wisdom. 

I hunger and thirst after righteousness. 

My Ood, thou hnowest my hearty 

Aid me with Thy Spirit. 

FiU my mind with learning j 

Bless Thy Spirit within me. 

And may the peace of Ood^ 

Which passeth all understanding^ 

Be my portion^ my Lord amd my Ood. 



36 JESUS, THE COMFORTER. 

"DLBSSED are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy. 



Mercy, how beautiful is mercy. 

As you are strong, so be merciful. 

It helpeth him that gives, and him that takes, 
it becomes the throned monarch better than his 
crown. 

All men, at times, require mercy at the hands 
of others. 

Be ye merciful, therefore, and ye shall obtain 
mercy. 



My Oodj thou who hast made me and aM 
mankind, in Thy infinite wisdom, art just to 
Thy creatures; but the Man Jesus has instructed 
His fellow man to be merciful ; let me imitate 
Him, and show mercy to those who need it at 
my hands, and then shall I claim it from, others 
in my turn. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 37 

T)LBSSBD are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God. 



An honest man is God's noblest work, his 
heart is pure. 

He only can see God, who can understand 
Him. 

His heart is pure, who is humble, virtuous, 
honest, and merciful. 



My Father and my Ood, aid Trie with Thy 
Spvrit, that my heart Tnay be pure. This is my 
constant prayer — give me strength to combat with 
my desires, guide me in the right way, then shall 
I see God, and dwell with him, in everlastmg life. 

I wovM be pure va heart, 

That I might see my God, 

And mercy show to man 

That Thou mayest show to me. 



38 JESUS, THE COMFORTEB. 

"DLBSSED are the peacemakers, for 
they shall be called the children of 
God. 



The peace of Grod which passeth understanding. 

Peace, rest. 

They shall inherit a peaceful conscience, and 
be the true children of God. 

As man progresses in intelligence, he will see 
the blessedness of peace. 



How beautiful is pmce: nature flownshesy Tnan 
proaperSy and aU thimga good develop dniri/ng 
peace. I wiU, with all my power, help to be a 
peacemaker, then shall I also be a child of Ood. 
Oive me grace to preserve peace in my own Jieart 
and in the hearts of those around me. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. 39 

"DLESSED are they wliich are per- 
secuted for righteousness sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 



Blessed are they who bear with courage and 
patience the wrongful attacks of the worldly, 
and endure unto the end. 

Great is truth, and it will prevail. 

There is no greater honour to a man than to 
suffer for the sake of what he conscientiously 
believes to be righteous. 



To he one of Thy servants in the kingdom of 
heaven^ to do Thy bidding, av/rdy no lot can be 
80 beautifvZ, so desirable. 

Tes, if called upon, I will undergo persecution 
in the cause of right, I will help unio the Tdng^ 
dom of heaven* 



T"' ■'l"^'^l«^""=«!i^'?"*TaH^^'??^^iP»^W»»WiF»''^^"^^^""»^"" ' i" «" 



40 JESUS, THE COMFORTER. 

E are the salt of the earth. 



Y 



A little. leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 

Ye who recognise the truth, be ye teachers. 

Let each one be a centre of health and purity, 
and preserve those who come in contact with 
them from moral putrefaction. 

Purify — ^preserve. 



OA, that I TTiight be of the salt of the earthy that 
I trdght he the means of purifying those with 
whom I come in contact. With the aid of Thy 
Spi/rit within me I will be one of these. 

My Father and Ood, aid me to be of use to my 
njeighbour. 



^^^ft^^^mmmmmmmmmmaf^mmi^ 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHEIST. 41 



VE are the light of the world. 



Knowledge of the truth is light. 
Light is given unto few. 
Ye that have it, remember it is a Divine gift. 
Let your light so shine before men, that it 
may be seen of them. 

Hide not your light imder a bushel. 



If I am chosen to spread lightj aid my efforts. 

If m^y light be Tiot from Thee, let it go out I 
vxyidd not lead one person astray. 

God grant that the light of tlie world may 
ski/ne abroad and enlighten every dark comer. 

The time has arrived when men's minds are 
prepared to receive the truth. 



42 JESUS, THE OOMPOfiTBB. 

T ET your light so sline . before inen> 
that they may see your good works. 



It is the duty of the enhghtened to shed 
their light on others. 

Set your Ught on a hiU, so that it may shine 
far and wide. 

By the aid of light, good work can be pro- 
duced. 

Those who have the light should shine in 
their works. 

By their firuits shall ye know them. 



Are my works good works? Thou knoweat. 
Let my light so shine before rrven that they mxa/y 
see that my work is good. 

If my light be not a good light and a pure^ 
leadimg Toen to do good worky may it be darkened; 
bid if it be pure, make it shine far and wide. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHEIST. 43 

T AM the bread of life ; he that cometh 
to me shall never hungerj and he 
that believeth in me shall never thirst. 



He who is imbued with the Spirit of Jesus 
is enabled to bear with fortitude all worldly 
trouble. 

The cares of the world do not exist to the 
true followers of Jesus. 

The duty which lies to hand absorbs their 
attention, and faith in God prevents all fear 
for the future. 



/ have a soul hungry and thirsty for know- 
ledge, and Thou hast filled me with good things. 
The teaching of Jesus has satisfied me, and I 
would imitate His life. Let me be merciful and 
charitable to others — teach the ignorant, heal the 
sick, and aid the helpless. 



44 JESUS, THE COMFOETEE. 

FTIHINK not that I am come to destroy 
the law, or the prophets; I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil. 



To explain that which is obscure, to advan- 
tage, by the knowledge acquired since, to carry 
out the original design, to improve, to perfect, 
to fulfil. 

Knowledge accumulates; each worker adds 
to the stock. 

Jesus finding the world advanced in knowledge, 
ready to receive his new doctrine, preached 
Love — Mercy — Charity. 



Ohf my Oodj let me also hdp to fvZfiL 
Thy hiTvgdom come. Thy will be done in m^n^s 
minds as i/n Thy works. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 45 

rPILL lieaYen and earth pass, one jot, 
or one tittle shall in nowise pass from 
the law, till all be fulfilled. 



The law of God is immutable, it is written 
in His works from all time, until eternity. 

Interpretation faileth from want of know- 
ledge. 

As wisdom increases, so do men understand 

His laws, and their fulfilment. 

Happy is he who can recognise the truth. 

Truth is unchangeable, that which is true to- 
day is true for all time. 



OA, (?od, let me recognise the truth. Give me 
light, 80 that I may see that which is true ; aid 
me to distinguish the true from the false. 



46 JESUS, THE COMFOETEB. 

WHOSOEVER, therefore, shaU break 
one of these least commandments, 
and shall teach men so, he shaU be the 
least in the kingdom of heaven, but he 
who shall do and teach them, the same 
shall be great in the kingdom of heaven. 



The laws of God, if broken, bring their 
punishment with them, but he that teacheth 
others to break them, let him be accm'sed. 

Be sure that ye interpret the laws of God 
aright. 

By the result shall ye know. 



What an awfvl reaponaibUity. The false 
teacher is the least i/a the hmgdom of heaven. 

Ohj my Ood, sea/rcher of all hearts, grant that 
my teaching be true. 



A NEW IMITATION OP OHEIST. 47 

OBARCH the scriptures. 



Bringing research, knowledge and wisdom to 
bear upon them, search the Scriptures, written 
by the wise and by the witnesses. 

What think ye of Jesus ? Is He not worthy 
of imitation? Who is like Him? Who has 
led such a life ? Who is such a guide ? 

Who knows man's heart as He does, the good, 
and the bad. 

Bead what is written of Him. 



I wiU search the Scriptures and my own heart, 
I will edAicate my body and m/y mind, and I 
will fit my spirit to come to Thee. 

Give Tne grace to interpret Thy laws, vmtten 
by Thvne own Hand in the great Book open to all 
men. I vnU search Thy Scriptures tiU I have 
found Thee, my Ood. 






48 JESUS, THE COMFOETEE. 

"PXCBPT your righteousness shall ex- 
ceed that of the Scribes and Phari- 
sees, ye shall in no case enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. 



Do not accept your doctrine from the paid 
servants of EeUgion (Scribes), or from any 
special sect (Pharisees). Study for yourself, if 
you have the capacity. 

By the Spirit of God within you, shall you 
judge. 



GocZ, Almighty Father of aU men^ aid me to 
study Thy laws by the light of reason, let me be 
able to recognise the truth, and avoid that which 
is false. 

Love, Mercy and Charity, these are the fruits 
of the truth. 



mm 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHEIST. 49 

VE have heard that it was said by them 
of old time, Thou shalt not kill, 
and whosoever shall kill, shall be in danger 
of the judgment. 

But I say imto you that whosoever is 
angry with his brother without a cause, 
shall be in danger of the judgment. 



There are crimes which are unrecognised and 
unpunished, by the law of man, which are 
equal in wickedness in the sight of God. 

To be angry, so as to wish the death of 
anyone, is a crime, although unrecognised by 
man. 

Anger nursed in the bosom is one of the 
first steps to crime. 



Ood, give me atrenffth to cast out aU such 
unworthy feelings^ then shall I be justified of 
Thy law. 



E 



50 JESUS, THE COMFORTER. 

TF thou bring thy gift to the altar, and 
there remember that thy brother hath 
aught against thee, leave there thy gift 
before the altar, and go thy way ; first be 
reconciled to thy brother and then come 
and oflTer thy gift. 

Be not a hypocrite. 

Thy gift at the altar will not cleanse thy 
soul from a fault of which thou hast not re- 
pented. 

Think not to bribe God. 

Let thy soul be pure in thy own sight, before 
thou canst offer it up to God. 



My Father avd Ood, Thou who knoweat the 
heart of mart, cleanse my aouL frotti all hatred 
and malice. 

Let me obey the law of Jeaus^ and love my 
n^hbour as mysdf. 



A NEW IMITATION OP OHEIST. 61 

fpHOU shalt not commit adultery, but I 
say imto you that whosoever looketh 
on a woman to lust after her, hath com- 
mitted adultery already in his heart. 



It is not so much the effect upon the body 
by the act, as the defilement of the mind by 
the desire. 

Grive not reins to the imagmation, keep 
thy passions under control. 

Veil thy eyes if thou art tempted over much. 



Th(m hast iTnplanted in my bemg a deai/re 
for the other sex, Oh^ my Father, aid me to 
keep euch desi/re under proper controlj and 
allow its gratification ovZy luithvn lawful 
hov/nds. 



52 JESUS, THE OOMFOETEE. 

A ND if thine eye cause thee to offend, 
pluck it out. 



Thy passions must be subdued at any sacrifice. 

The eye of desire is a frequent cause of oflFence, 
it must be kept in check at any cost. 

Subdue it at once, and habit will effect the 
rest. 



My senses are Thy precious gifts, enahling 
me to communicate with all Thy beoAitious 
creaiions surroundi/ng me, and I am grateful 
to Thee for Thy goodness to me. 

Oh, Ood, my Maker, aid me to keep the 
desires excited by ray senses within proper 
limits, let me enjoy the beauties of Thy worhsy 
without injury to others or myself. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHEIST. 53 

A ND if thy hand be a cause of offence, 
cut it off. 



The hand of violence, the animal and brutal 
nature of man must be subdued. 

The hand of vengeance is not to be used by 
man : vengeance is Mine, saith the Lord. 

Man is moving upwards working out the 
beast, crushing the tiger and ape in his nature. 



Ohj Oodj my Maker, Thou who hast i/mplanted 
in my nature many of the qualities of the 
lower anvmala, and haM at the same tvme 
ordavried that they shall be removed, give me 
grace thai I Toay so control their desires, that 
they may be dedicated to Thy service, and 
magnify Thy Spirit thai is within me. 



54 JESUS, THE OOMPOETEB. 

TI7H0BVBE shaU put away his wife, 
saving for the cause of fornication, 
causeth her to commit adultery. 



Woman is beautiful in her sex. 

She is delicate and refined, at the same time 
weaker than man. 

She must be treated with kindness, forbear- 
ance and firmness. 

She is changeable and variable in her moods, 
and must not be lightly discarded for faults of 
uncertainty of temper. 



Ohy Ood, my Makers aid me to subdv^ my 
temper J let Tne be of a loving and affection^e 
nature^ then ahaU I not be a cause of offence ; 
let me be kind, gen^roua and forbearing, daw 
to wrath, and forgiving. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHEIST. 65 

"DUT I say unto you, swear not at all. 
But let your communication be yea, 
yea ; nay, nay. 



Let thy word be better than thy bond. 

God is a witness to thy lightest statement, 
why call upon Him to witness thy oaths ? 

Grod is ever with thee, His Spirit is within 
thee ; be just to thyself and you must be true 
to thy neighbour. 



OA, Ood^ I am al/ways calling upon Thee, 
Thou art ever vn my thoughts, I do nothing 
without Thy knowledge^ I am ever within Thy 
presence, and Thou /oldest me in Thy arms. 
Thou knowest my secret thought. I cannot be 
untrue to Thee. 



56 JESUS, THE OOMFOETER. 

"P ESIST not evil, give to him that asketh 
thee; and from him that would 
borrow of thee turn not thou away. 



These commands are the logical results of 
the doctrine preached by Jesus, and although 
the World is not yet (A.D. 1883) prepared to 
obey them, yet the time will come when they 
will be accepted. 



How can 7, m rfiy endeavours to i/mitate 
Christy follow this injunction ? If I were to do so, 
I myself should soon become a beggar in m/y 
turn. I achaouledge the beauty of the command. 
Lordy give light to my eyesy that I may see how 
to obey this beautiful and truly grand vnjunc- 

tiOTU 

Lordj I believe ; pardon my v/nbelief. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHEIST. 57 

T OVB your enemies, bless them that 

curse you, do good to them that 

hate you, and pray for them which des- 
pitefully use you and persecute you. 



God is the judge, and He will punish those 
who disobey His laws. 

Vengeance is Mine, saith the Lord. 

Those who persecute, do so from ignorance : 
the followers of Christ should pray for their 
enlightenment. 

Many are incapable, from hereditary causes 
and from bad education, to understand the 
teaching of Jesus. Pity them. 



My Father arid Maker j increase Thy Spirit 
within me, enable me to see the beauty of this 
doctrine^ and give me strength to carry it ovi in 
spite of my natwre rebelimg. 



58 JESUS, THE COMFOETEB. 

npAKB heed that ye do not your alms 
before men, to be seen of them. 



Do not obtain credit from your neighbours by 
your charities. 

Do good by stealth, it will enlarge your soul. 

It is more blessed to give than to receive, 
and the ungrudging donor derives more pleasure 
in giving than the recipient in receiving. 

Seek out the deserving, the sick, and the 
helpless, thy reward will be in the knowledge 
that you are imitating Him whom you love, and 
are benefitting your fellow man. 



Help my aovl to be charitable without ostenta- 
tioTiy let me give to assist others^ and not to obtain 
praise for myself. I expect no retwm. 



A NEW IMITATION OP OHEIST. 59 

TI7HBN thou prayest, enter into thy 

closet, and when thou hast shut the 

door, pray to thy father which is in secret. 



Be not as the hypocrites who love to pray in 
public, that they may be seen of men, doubtless 
they have their reward. 

Pray in thy heart, in thy mind, and in thy 
soul, be ever in communion with God thy 
maker. 

If thou art pure in spirit, thy body will be 
conquered. 

Wrestle with thy passions, and they will 
succumb. 



Ohy Ood, my Father, Thow who art always 
with me, and around me, and with whom I am 
ever in commurdon, I pray to Thee every hour 
of the day, inorease Thy api/rit within me.' 



60 JESUS, THE COMFOETER. 

TITHEN ye pray, use not vain repetitions, 
for your father knoweth what things 
ye have need of before ye ask him. 



Grod be merciful unto me a sinner. 

Man knoweth not what is for his good. 

That which he desireth is but too often to his 
injury. 

Man is blind, he cannot see what is for his 
good. 

He who Grod loVeth, He chasteneth. 

Troubles are often blessings in disguise. 

Pray only for your soul's welfare. 

Commune with Grod, and leave the rest to Him. 



Oody Tay Father^ give me ordy such things as 
are good in Thy sight. 

Thou hast made Thy laws from all tims, and 
that which is for the good of Thy creatures, wUl 
take place. What am I that Thou shouldst 
consider me f Thy will be done. 



A NEW IMITATION OP OHEIST. 61 

A FTBR this manner therefore pray ye : 
Our father, which art in heaven. 



Heaven, the abode of God — The Universe. 

"Where God is, there is heaven. 

God is the Creator, the EuKng Power, the 
Law Giver. 

God is the Father of man. 

God, having implanted in each man His 
Holy Spirit, a portion of Himself, is ever in 
commnnion with him. 

First, then, acknowledge this communion with 
God. 

A holy spirit, common to God and man. 



OA, Oody Almighty Father of all men^ grant 
that Thy poor child, the work of Thy handsj may 
80 live up to Thy laws as to join Thee in Thy 
kingdom in heaven. 



62 JESUS, THE COMPOETEB. 

npEnr kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as in 
heaven. 



As the eaxth is in progress of change, so are 
its inhabitants. 

Man is progressive and advancing. 

All men will be in thorough communion with 
Grod, as only are a few at present. 

Thy kingdom will come when man has thrown 
off the nature of the beast, which cumbers him, 
and Thy Holy Spirit fills his body full of Light. 



OA, Father J let me be one of those whoj by 
imitatiTig Jesus, shall hasten the coming of Thy 
hmgdom upon ea/rth ; let me be of the chosen. 

I am i/n Thy hands, give me spi/ritual strength 
to battle with the world. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 63 

r^ IVE us day by day our daily bread. 



Aid us to obtain that which is necessary to 
our bodily welfare. 

Give us bodily and mental strength to labour 
to earn suflScient for our daily wants. 

Without our daily bread we cannot live. 

The mind of man becomes weakened under 
great privation and trouble. • 

He is not the same man when cast down by 
worldly and bodily troubles. 

Man is but a poor weak creature. 



Ohj Father^ let me riot have to strive too much 
for my temporal welfare; let me have tvme to 
devote to mental cuUv/re and spi/rituaZ progress. 
Oive tw, day by day, owr daily bread. 



64 JESUS, THE OOMFOETEE. 



A 



ND forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. 



And forgive us our sins, for we also forgive 
everyone that is indebted to us. 

Forgive us our trespasses against Thee, as 
we forgive them that trespass against us. 

Grod is a God of justice : if we obey His 
laws, we go free. 

If we, wilfully, or through ignorance break 
His laws, we are punished. 

Grod is no respecter of persons: He maketh 
the sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 
sendeth His rain to the unjust as to the just. 



Thm knowest I forgive those who are unable to 
pay me what they owe^ and they that trespass 
against me I pardon. Increase in me the Spirit 
that was in JesuSy that I may feel a pleasure in 
so doing^ and not as now —a duty. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 65 

AND lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. 



Every man is tempted according ta his tem- 
perament. 

The flesh is an ever cause of temptation. 

That which is a temptation to one, may not 
be so to another. 

Every man is surrounded by temptation. Where 
the senses are active temptations increase and 
multiply. 

Be not too severe to those who yield to 
temptation. 



My Ood, Thou hast Tnade ins man^ Thou hast 

given me ray body, and hast blessed rne with 

many senses ; Thou hast placed Thy Holy Spirit 

within me. My spirit is ever wiUi/ng to obey 

Thy lawsj but the flesh is weak. Lead me not 

into temptation, but deliver me from evil. 

P 



66 JESUS, THE COMFORTER. 

T AY not up for yourselves treasures 
upon earth, but lay up for your- 
selves treasures in heaven, for where your 
treasure is there will your heart be also. 



The treasures of the earth pander to the body 
and clog the soul. 

Who can foresee what wiU become of his 
treasures, and for whom he has laid them up ? 

A contented mind is a continual feast. 

The treasures laid up in heaven improve the 
soul and are lasting riches indeed. 



Let Tne vmitate Jesus ; let ws not be desi/rous 
of accumulating wealth. What I have, aid me 
to use for the benefit of others. I will lay up 
treasure in heaven by communion with Thee, my 
Lord and my Ood. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHEIST. 67 

nPHE light of the body is the eye ; if, 
therefore, thine eye be single the 
whole body shall be fiill of light. 



If thy mind be pure, that which thy eyes see 
will be pure. 

To the pure all things are pure. 

To the impure, all that is seen is converted 
to impurity. 

Let thy senses be used to enjoy the beautiful 
and the pure. 

Nothing that God has made is impure of itself. 

The temple of God can be put to impure 
purposes. 



Thxm hast endowed Trie with eighty let me use 
Thy gifts to fill my mind with knowledge, fit food 
for Thy Spirit which Thou hast given me. Let 
me be able to distinguish that which is beautiful 
and good from, that which is evil. 



68 JESUS, THE COMFOETER, 

"DUT if thine eye be evU, thy whole body 
shall be fiill of darkness. 
If, therefore, the light that is in thee be 
darkness, how great is that darkness. 



If thy mii^d be impure, all that thou seest 
is tainted with impurity. 

The animal nature of many exceeds the 
spiritual. 

Education and good example can eradicate 
this condition. 

As men progress in civilization, the animal 
nature dies out by degrees. 



OA, God, Thxm hast made me what I am,, in- 
crease Thy Spirit withvn me, and give me 
strength to subd/m the flesh with which I am, 
burdened. Pity the creature of Thy hand, and 
aid me in the great fl^ht. 



Y 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST* 69 



E cannot serve God and mammon. 



Mammon^ the god of the worldly. 

As man exists in the world and amongst other 
men, he must protect himself and those de- 
pendent upon him ; but he should not become a 
slave to the world. 

Let him serve Grod, and Mammon serve him. 



What am I vn Thy sight? One ainxmg so 
itiany. I look around, and behold there are 
thousandsy aye millions ; and I am but one of 
them. 

I would serve Thee with my whole heart, yet 
have I to combat with the world. Give me 
strength to fight the good fight, sustain me to the 
end, my Lord, my Father, and my God. 



70 JESUS, THE COMFORTER. 

T)E not anxious for your life, what ye 
shall eat, or what ye shall drink ; nor 
yet for your body, what ye shall put on. 



Being dependent for food and clothing upon 
your own exertions, it is necessary to labour for 
them; be not over anxious foy success; work, 
having faith in God, and he will bless your 
righteous efiforts. 

God helps those who help themselves. 

The weak go to the wall. 



My first duty is to my spiritual Tvature^ my 
coTi/nection with my Ood. My bodily welfare 
comes Tiext. Let me^ therefore, not be anxious 
as to what I shall eat, or what I shall d/rinky or 
how to adorn my body. Let me be good to. my 
neighbour and worship Thee. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHEIST. 71 

"DUT seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness ; and all these 
things shall be added to you. 



Seek first to understand the will of Grod, study 
His laws and obey them ; then, and then only, 
can ye enjoy the good things of this world. 

The gifts of Mammon are* but snares to those 
who do not use them with judgment. 

He who has subdued himself and his desires, 
is fit to combat with the world, and able to 
enjoy it. 



Ohy Ood, I will serve Thee in spirit and m 
truth, whilst my life lasts. I will glory m Thy 
name, and wh^n, I ara called upon to render it 
to its gi/ver^ I will do so, trusting that my soul 
Toay enter Thy kingdom in heaven. 



"« ■.' -J.'.. I " w.'.' ' .ijii'.. '^ t'nmr^wK^ 



72 JESUS, THE COMFOETER. 

aUFFICIENT unto the day is the evil 
thereof. 



Do not anticipate troubles, let each day bear 
its own burden ; joy may come with the morning. 

Man is bom to troubles, but if he meets them 
bravely and battles with them one by one, they 
pass on, leaving him strengthened by the struggle. 

No man knoweth what the day may bring 
forth — ^that which he anticipates comes not, the 
unexpected takes place. 



Thou hnoweat how oft I have been cast down, 
I no longer fear evU — my trust is m Thee. It 
is easy to endure when supported by Thy hand; 
my soul soars above, and evil lies beneath. 
Multiply Thy Spirit vdthin me. 






A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 73 

TTJDGE not, that ye be not judged. For 

with what judgment ye judge, ye 

shall be judged, and with what measure ye 
mete it shall be measured to you again. 



Be charitable to aU men. 
As ye act by others, so wiU they act by you. 
A soft answer tumeth away wrath. 
Love begets love. 

All men are liable to err ; you may be guilty 
to-morrow of the crime you judge to-day. 



Thou hrwwest I judge no man ; judgment ia 
Thy attribute alone. Thou,, who knowest the 
heart of many can judge the motives as well as 
the actions ; man is blind. 

Ohf my God, judge me accordmg to ray 
sfpi/ritual nature ; pity my bodily weakness. 



74 JESUS, THE COMFORTER. 

A ND why beholdest thou the mote that 
is in thy brother's eye, but con- 
siderest not the beam that is in thine 
own eye ? 

Thou seest the small fault committed by thy 
brother, but takest no notice of thine own much 
larger one. 

It is easy to see the faults of others ; difiBcult 
to correct our own. 

Judge not, that ye be not judged. 



How oft do I baMle with this fault ; how easy 
to behold that of tm) brother^ how difficult to 
recognise w/y own. Or, even if I do, I can find 
excuses for myself in the surrounding circum- 
stances, or in the actions of others, which render 
my error venial. 

Oh, my Father, aid me in self-communion ; 
Ut me search m/y soul, and correct my own evil 
nature. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHEIST. 75 

npHOU hypocrite, first cast out the beam 
out of thine own eye ; and then shalt 
thou see clearly to cast out the mote out 
of thy brother's eye. 



He that studieth his own nature and ac- 
knowledgeth his own faults and corrects them, 
is in a fit condition to admonish and advise his 
brethren as to their failings. 

It is humiUating to b^ told that you are guilty 
of the same fault for which you are admonishing 
another. 

Let him that is without sin cast the first stone. 



OA, Lord:, Thou knoweat how I struggle with 
my nature not to condemn others, and to re- 
cognise my own faults; give me strength to first 
cast out the beam in mine own eye. 



76 JESUS, THE COMFOETER. 

A SK, and it shall be given unto you ; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you. 



There is no greater truth than that the honest 
seeker will find, perhaps requiring much labour 
and after many days. But God yieldeth up His 
secrets to those "who diligently enquireth of Him. 

Ye must ask oft and pertinently, ye must seek 
diKgently and widely, and ye must knock loudly 
and long. 



Dear Father j I pray daily that I may know 
Thy wiU ; open my eyes that I may see clea/rly ; 
yield to me the truth. I have sought Migently, 
Thou only knowest whether I have found. I 
have knocked : is it the door of eternal life Thou 
hast opened to me? 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHEIST. 11 

TI7HAT man is there of you whom if 
his son ask bread, will he give him 
a stone? 

If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your Father which is in heaven, 
give good things to them that ask him ? 



If poor weak human nature can give good gifts 
to those it has brought into the world, how much 
more shall the Father, the Creator of all, give to 
those He has called into existence, by the power 
of His will. 



OA, Godt, twij Maker ^ I have asked of Thee good 
gifts — those that Thou hast given me, Tnay they 
be blessed to me ; may the fruit of my labours 
be to Thy glory ^ and hasten the coming of Thy 
kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 



80 JESUS, THE OOMFOETEE. 

■pEWARB of false teachers. 

Ye shall know them by their fruits. 



However specious may be the doctrine of false 
teachers, if they do not act up to them their 
doctrines are false. 

Be not deceived, wisdom is justified of her 
children. 

Imitate Jesus, study what is known of His life, 
and you wiU see that His doctrine is true. 



OA, Oody Tny Maker and Father^ Thou hast 
given to us. Thy later chUchen, a sure guide. 

We have the teachmg of Christ, Thy chosen 
OnSj Jesus the Savioy/r^ "«;« have His life to foUow, 
and the fruits of that life; surely we can have 
no fear of false teachers. Give me grace to 
imitate Him. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. 81 

"PVERY good tree bringeth forth good 
fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth 
forth evil fruit. 

Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know 
them. 



A pure doctrine leads to purity. 
Preach, but practise also. 
Beware of the cloak of the hypocrite ; it is put 
on to hide the corruption beneath. 

Look to the results, and judge by them. 



What fruits do I bear ? Am I a good tree ? 
Do I bri/ng forth good fruit ? Are those with 
whom I come m contact the better for it ? It is 
my desire that it may be so. 

/ cultivate the tree^ I prune U, I nourish it 

with the best. Oh, Oody give the increase, good 

amd abv/ndamt. 

G 



82 JESUS, THE OOMFOETBB. 

^OT every one that saith, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven ; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven. 



Professions of faith are of no avail. 
Long prayers are fruitless. 
Obey God's laws. 

Follow and imitate the life of Jesus. 
Be merciful. 
Be loving and truthful. 
Be charitable. 

Then shall ye enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. 



Let me not he one of those who say " Lord, 
LordJ^ I aim to do Thy will ; I strive to imitate 
Jesus. I wrestle with my own faults ; I do good 
to my neighbour. I would he an acceptable 
servant in Thy sight. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. 83 

TTTHOBVER heareth these sayings and 
doeth them, I will liken him unto a 
wise man, which built his house upon a 
rock; and the rain descended, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 
upon that house ; and it fell not : for it 
was founded upon a rock. 



AU doctrine should be founded upon God's 
immutable laws. 

He that knoweth the law, and abideth by the 
law, cannot be punished by the law. 



7s TTiy house bv/iU upon a rock ? I have given 
my whole mind to the interpretation of Thy 
laws. Jesus is my guide ; I endeavour to imitate 
ifim. Thou ordy knowest my heart, and whether 
it is true. I am vn, Thy hands, my Father and 
my Ood. 



64 JESUS, THE COMFOBTEE. 

TDUT lie that heareth, and doeth not, is 
like a man that built his house upon 
the sand, and the rain descended, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 
upon that house, and it fell, 



He that heareth and doeth not hath no law ; 
he has no power of resistance ; when temptation 
Cometh, he yields — punishment following. 

Let your faith be based upon what you believe 
to be true : then is your house built upon a rock. 



I bdieve m (rod, my Father and Maker, the 
Creator of the universe. 

I believe that Jesf^iSj Thy ChTist, is the teacher 
wfio&e doctrime is true, and whose life is worthy 
of vmitatiorp. I believe that the spi/rit within me 
is from Thee, and will return to Thee. Behold 
my rock! 



A NEW IMITATION OP OHKIST. 89 

TjlOR he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes w 



Jesus believed in Himself, and knew that His 
doctrine was true, and therefore taught with 
authority. But the Scribes (paid teachers) taught 
only as they had been taught, without firm belief 
or enthusiasm, and the people heard, but heeded 
not. Study the great unwritten laws of God, 
that ye may know the truth. 



Jeeua taught with authority^ and I bdieve that 
His doctrme is true. His life was one of purity y 
virtue, charity , and mercy ; and I will do m/y 
best to imitate it. 

Oh, Oody the Father of Jesus and of aU men, 
Thou who hast chosen Him as our guide, lest roe. 
Thy son also, imitate Him, that I may he worthy 
to enter Thy etemM hmgdom. 



86 JESUS, THE OOMFOBTEB. 



A 



ND blessed is he who shall not be 
offended in me. 



That man is blessed indeed who comprehends 
the mission of Jesus — he who can separate the 
wheat from the chaff, he who can strip off the 
coating of ignorance which has disguised the 
beauty of the work beneath. 

He is blessed who is not offended in Jesus. 
Of all men, Jesus is the one who has suffered 
the most from the hands of his friends ^d 
followers. 



Thou Imoweat my hearty Chd^ 1 am a 
foUawer of Jeavs. 

Offended in Him ! Who cavMfind offence i/n 
80 pure, 8Q good a life — in aueh teachi/ng f Even 
Hia judges could find no offence in this just 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 87 

rriHE Son of Man is come, eating and 



Eat and drink in moderation, so that your body 
may be nourished and strengthened. 

Eat only of such things as agree with you. 

Drink only that which nourisheth. Beware the 
poison alcohol, which destroyeth a man, body and 
Boul. 

Be not singular in your e£|.ting or drinking, so 
as to cause offence to others. 



The lusts of the flesh are a atumbli/ng block to 
the better life. My Oody give me strength to 
resist the temptation of gluttony, and save me 
from dri/nkj that which destroys the boddes and 
souls of legions of Thy people^ and dra^s them 
to destruction (a.d. 1883). 



88 JESUS, THE COMPORTEB. 

"jDUT wisdom is justified of all her 
children. 



Wisdom being the child of knowledge and ex- 
perience ; and as the knowledge and experience of 
one man diflfers from that of another, also the 
knowledge and experience to be obtained during 
one period is quite diflferent to that of another. 
So wisdom has many children of diflferent ages, 
and is justified of them all. 



My Ood, my Father^ I have sought wisdom at 
Thy hands ; I have searched Thy great book of 
nature. Thou (done knowest whether I have 
read it aright. Am, I one of Thy child/ren 
justified f Oh, Lordj lighten my da/rkness, give 
me light — Tnore light. 



F 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 89 

OR she loved much. 



As the attribute of Grod is Justice, so is that of 
man Love. 

Love is the highest privilege of Kfe. 

To love is to live. 

Love begets love. 

For she loved much, therefore are her sins for- 
given. 

A loving heart is a beautiful possession. 

Jesus was the incarnation of loVe in its purity. 



Thou haowestj oh, my Oody that my life has 
been one of love. I have i/nculcated love alway ; 
I have endeavoured to rule by love. Increase 
love i/n my heart, and let me imitate Him whose 
love was so great that He laid down His life for 
ma/n. 



90 JESUS, THE OOMEOBTBR. 

TTB went through every city and village, 
preaching and shewing the glad 
tidings of the kingdom of God. 



Be sure that ye have the truth, then shall ye 
preach the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. 
If ye have the truth, then C£^n ye be a witness to 
the glad tidings by the love ye bear to iQan. 
G-lad tidings maketh a glad heart. 

Be ye glad alway. 

Do not preach without ye can ; also show the 
glad tidiQgs. 



Cheerfulness is a sign of the acceptance of the 
glad tidi/ngs. I would be glad ; increase m my 
heart Thy everlasting peace and glad/ness. Let 
me preach glad tidings to others. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. 91 

TTNTO you it is given to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of God. 



It is not given to all to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of Grod. To those to whom God 
has giveo capacity the ki^owledge of the mysteries 
comes by wisdom ; to those who have not capacity 
it comes by faith — ^faith in the all-knowledge 
and power and wisdom of Grod. 



Lordj I believe ; pardon my unbelief. I have 
faith m Thee, hd not the capacity to know the 
Tnysteriea of the kingdom of Ood. 

If it be given to Trie to know the mysteries of 
the ki/ngdom of Ood^ let me enrdighten others, 

I wiU preach the glad tidings; bless my 
teachi/ng of Ood to Thy service. 



92 JESUS, THE COMFOETEB. 

TjlOE nothing is secret that shall not be 
made manifest. 



From the brain to the tongue is but a short 
distance. 

What is hidden by one is foUnd by another. 

The mind of man is seldom capable of hiding 
the secrets of the heart. Most men are desirous 
of unburdening their consciences to someone. 

Every action comes to light in time. 



Godj graTd that t may commit no act of which 
I am a^hamedj or that I may be desi/rous of 
keepvng secret. Thou knowest my actioTtSj amd I 
know themy and to tw other person can they be 
of so much i/mportance. Lordy keep my 
conscience void of offence to all mefrv. I pray 
to be true to myself. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. 93 

WHOSOEVER hath, to him shaU be 
given. 



To those who labour to acquire knowledge, the 
power is given to recognise and adopt much of 
value, which others pass by. 

To those who labour to acquire riches, wealth 
comes from all quarters. 

To those who seek virtue, habit renders the 
task easy. 



Give me that which ia good for me in this 
worldy aTid which will enable me to live a 
virtuous life, good for w/ysdf, and beneficial to 
those dependent upon me. Magnify Thy Spirit 
wUhi/n me, that I may return it to Thee at my 
death, and remain with Thee in Thy kingdom. 



94 JESdS, THE OOMPOETER. 

WHOSOEVER hath not, from him 
shall be taken even that which he 
hath. 



Those who are careless of their possessions 
soon lose that which they have. 

To attain knowledge, riches, or virtue, labour 
is necessary. 

To retain them, care and watching is necessary. 

It is more easy to squander and waste than 
to gather and keep. 



AU that I have^ I have obtained from Thee. 
Give me such things as are good for me ; take 
away that which injures either my body or my 
souL A contented mind and a happy disposition 
are of more value than much possessions. 



A NEW IMITATION OF OHMST. 95 

ll/TT mother and my brethren are those 
which hear the Word of God, and 
do it. 



It is not always those that are nearest that 
are dearest. 

Sympathy is the great bond of friendship. 

A disciple is not always found in the bosom 
of one's family. 

Those who do My bidding are My brethren. 

Cast yonr seed near and far, and some will 
fall upon good ground, and bear a hundredfold. 



Ohf my Father, I am also of Thy family ; I 
have heard Thy word, I have endeavoured to 
understand it, and I do what I can to obey Thy 
commands. Let me be of the brethren of Jeaua. 



96 JESUS, THE OOMFOETEE. 

TTTHERE is your faith? 



The weak follow the strong as long as success 
is achieved, but fall away in case of a check. 

The faith of the weak yields to adversity. 

Even the strong, if their belief is not based 
upon reason, waver in bad times. 

If your house is built upon a rock, neither 
the winds nor the floods can destroy it. 



Where is my faith ? 

Lord, I believe, pardon my unbelief. 

In times of sorrow and of trouble I ask, ^^ Where 
is my faith V^ If my love cannot resist a strain, 
what is its value litis but a shallow pretence. 
Strengthen my faith; let me suffer and be 
strong. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST, 97 

TT[7"H0 touched me? 

Somebody hath touched me : for I 
perceive that virtue hath gone out of me. 



Virtue.— Knowledge is progressive. 

This question of virtue (force) is now under 
examination. 

That some have the power of transmitting a 
force (not yet defined, or miderstood), producing 
an eflfect upon others, is undoubted. 

Jesus here acknowledges His possession of 
such a power. 



Oh, 7n/y Oody Thou hast touched me; virtue 

has come to me ; give me grace to advantage by 

Thy gift. Oh, that others may also receive the 

gift, pray diligently, study Thy laws, imitate 

Christ ; and peace will cow^ unto you. 

H 



98 JESUS, THE OOMFOETEB. 

"nAUGHTER, be of good comfort ; thy 
faith h^th made thee whole. 



That confidence on the part of the sick per- 
son, in the ability of the healer, is of the greatest 
aid to the cure, is undoubted. 

Thy belief in My power hath enabled Me to 
cure thee. 

Hadst thou not believed, thou wouldst not 
have touched Me. 

Thy cure is a rew^^xd, and a result of thy 
faith. 



Thou hfwwest I bdieve, and I feel thai I have 
been cured. God grant that I Tnay continue to 
walk in the footsteps of Jesus, however far be- 
hindj to the end. Give me strength to fight the 
good fight ; life is a daily struggle. 



A NEW IMITATION OP OHEIST. 99 



TI7BEP not ; she is not dead, but sleepeth. 



Sleep — death. 

Ye do not weep when your child sleepeth, 
will he not' awake, refreshed in a few short 
hours ? 

Why do you weep when he dies ? 

Will he not wake to a new life ? 

Where is your faith ? 



Thou m Thy wisdom hath taken him away 
froTTi U8, He sleeps the sleep of death — how 
beautiful I He wiU not awaken in this world ; 
his troubles are over. 

Why do ye mourn ? For him ? No ; he is at 
peoAie. For those who have lost him f Yes. Let 
us seek comfort where it is to be found. Where 
is your faith f 



100 JESUS, THE OOMFOBTEB. 

TIHBN lie called his disciples together, 
and gave them power over all devils, 
and to cure diseases. 



Devils — unclean spirits. 

The desires created in the mind by the flesh, 
carried to excess and yielded to, become sinful ; 
in excess, and ungratified, lead to insanity. 

Possessed of devils — insane. 

A powerful and pure mind can control a weak 
body and keep it clean. 



Oh, Lord, I would be pure ; aid me to be so. 
Hdp me to cast out all unclean spirits from my 
body; lei my soul d/weU within a wholesome 
habitation, that I may worship Thee in spirit 
and i/n truth. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 101 

T AM the good, shepherd ; the good 
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 
The hireling fleeth because he is a hireling, 
and careth not for the sheep. 
My sheep hear my voice. 



If the shepherd be a good shepherd and de- 
votes his Ufe to the sheep, it is fit that the 
sheep should hear his voice. 

The hirehng is but a paid servant, and saveth 
bis own Hfe in case of trouble. 



Jesus is the Oood Shepherd, 

He gave His life for the sheep. 

I am one of the flock ; 

I hear His voice. 

Aid me to follow His footsteps ; 

Enfold me vn Thy rest. 



102 JESUS, THE OOMPORTEE. 

TF I do not the works of my Father, 
believe me not* 



By their fruits shall ye know them. 
All the acts of Jesus, His whole life, was de- 
voted to carry out the will of the Father. 
He brought man into communion with God. 
Gro and do thou likewise. 



I believe. 

Jesus did the works of the Father. 
He is worthy to lead. 
I would that I were worthy to foUoW. 
I will study the Word. 
I will obey his commands. 
Give strength to my spirit^ that I mxiy resist 
temptation and be worthy of Thee. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 103 

A ND he sent them to preach the Word 
of God and to heal the sick. 



The ministry of the soul and of the body. 

The most honourable caUings to which man 
can aspire. 

A pure mind, in a pure body, should be the 
desire of all men. 

A pure soul is almost impossible in an impure 
body. 



My Father^ Thow knowest how desirous I am 
to serve Thee; Thov, alone knowest how I arn 
beset by temptaiioTis of the flesh and the troubles 
of the world. Life is a continual struggle. My 
soul wUl be at peace only when it returns to 
Thee, my Ood. 



sa* 
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104 JESUS, THE COMFORTER. 

A ND he received them and spake unto 
them of the kingdom of God, and 
healed them that had need. 



Jesus alway9 associated the i^elfare of the 
body with that of the soul. 

How is it possible for a man to be Godlike, 
who is always being reminded of a sickly body — 
his soul is dragged to earth, chained to a log. 

Jesus was the true type of the missionary, 
the good physician. 



I struggle with my imfirmitiea. 
My body is fvM of aches. 
I would fly to Thee. 
My soul is smothered 
By the cares of the world 
And its littlenesses. 
Ohy my Ood I my Ood ! 



•' ' ■>'■■ —^^^W^f^WP^^ ^ Mi ' .IT ' . . M.Ai "■ ' Wl ' .. i. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 105 

AND the twelve said unto him, Send 
the multitude away ; but he said 
unto them, Give ye them to eat. 



Jesus always considered the temporal wants 
of His followers. 

And they did eat and were all filled. 

First see that the body is satisfied ; then, and 
then only, can the mind receive instruction. 

If the body be gnawed with hunger or cold, 
how can the mind be attentive to leam. 



/ would worship Thee with my aoidy 
But my body drags me down. 
My soul cries out to Thee, 
But my flesh is importunate. 
My desire is to Thee, 
My Father and my Ood. 



106 JESUS, THE COMPOETBB. 

HE Christ of God. 



T 



The anointed of (rod. 

The man selected by God able to teach man- 
kind. 

The Light of the World. 

Jesus the Saviour. 

Follow Him, and ye shall have eternal life. 

He came to instruct man in the religion of 
love. 

His command — Love thy neighbour as thyself. 



Jesua^ brother J 

Friend and teacher , 
Lead me to our Father'e home ; 

I who wander 

In this pathway^ 
No longer wish to roam. 
Jesus, brother ; Christ anointed. 
Saviour of irVobn by Ood ajypomted. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. 107 

TP any man will follow me^ let him 
deny liimself5 and take up his cross 
daily. 



To be a follower of Jesus, it is necessary to be 
always on the watch, to be prepared to take 
up his cross daily and hourly — ^to be constantly 
denying himself. 

A life of abnegation, but not less a life of 
happiness. 

Love your neighbour as yourself, be just and 
honest in yonr dealings, live in <5harity with all 

men. 



Daily Thy Cross is easier to bear. I grow 
stronger J and the burden a/ppears lighter. 

Oh, Oodj give me strength to struggle to the 
end. No roan hnoweth what the day may bring 
forth. To-wxyrrow I may be worsted in the 
fight. 



108 JESUS, THE COMFOETER. 

TjlOR what is a man profited if he gain 
the whole world and lose his own 
soul. 



If to gain a great worldly success, it is neces- 
sary to fall in your own estimation, what does it 
profit you? 

If to gain something from your neighbour, 
it is necessary to lie and cheat, what does it 
profit you? 

That man's soul grows less and less, and shrinks 
within him, who's life is devoted to petty shifts, 
and miserable huckstering. 



My Father and my Ood^ increase Thy Spirit 
withi/n me ; feed it with Thy grace, so that that 
portion of Thyself which Thou hast granted to 
me may return to Thee glorified^ fit to enter 
into Thy hmgdom. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 109 

TjlXCBPT ye be converted, and become 
as little children, ye shall not enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 



Until you have ceased to be ambitious, and 
struggle for worldly honours, and have discovered 
the little value of riches, you are not fitted to 
enter into God's kingdom. 

Be as a little child, full of faith, and love, 
and trust. 

Trust in God, and do what is right. 



Oh, my Father, Thou who aearchest the heart, 
Thou knowest how ignorant, how blind is man ; 
'proud of the knowledge he has acqui/red by 
generations of labour, he is puffed up. Enable 
me to be as a little child in Thy hands, I know 
Thy power, and yield myself to Thy keeping. 



110 JESUS, THE COMFORTER. 

A ND whoso shall receive one such little 
child in my liame receiveth me. 



Be good to little cliildren, they are so easily 
made happy. 

How imaginative they are, full of perception, 
beautiful in their trusting affection. 

Make little children happy ; too soon will they 
enter the world, and have to struggle for exist- 
ence ; let them be happy whilst they may. 

Children are very teachable, guide them in 
the right path whilst young, and when they 
grow up they will not stray from it. 



Father^ receive me as a little child ; what am 
I but a little child guided by Thy hands. Let 
me imitate Jesus, 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. Ill 

XpOR he that is least amongst you all, 
the same shall be great. 



Least in the estimation of the world, the 
most hmnble in positioi^ and yet with a spirit 
capable of seeing God, 

The Lord is no respecter of persons. 

Do your duty in that state of life, in which 
it has pleased God to call you; be sure you 
shall receive your reward. 

Be not ambitious of the world's regards. 

The world is essentially ungrateful to those 
who give it their best service. 



OA, my Father^ what is Tnan that Thou shouldst 
consider him! A toiler in Thy universe^ the 
creature of Thy hand. I vdll imitate JesuSj that 
I m4iy enter the hmgdom of heaven. 



112 JESUS, THE COMFORTER. 

Tj'ORBID him not, for he that is not 
against us, is for us. 



As all men differ in nature, temperament, 
and character, so do they differ in their way 
of attaining the sam6 end. 

"Forbid him not," but let him work for 
good in his way, as you in yours. If he do not 
work against us, he is for us. 

There are many roads to a centre. 

There are many workers, and many ways of 
working. 

By their fruits ye shall know them. 



OA, Ood^ Thxm hnoweat I am not jealoua of 
others ; Tnake me humble ; let me be one of the 
TTiany who imitate Jesua ; let 7ne walk hand in 
hand with my brother in peace and in truth. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. 113 

T70B; the son of man is not come to 
destroy men's lives, but to save 
them. 



Jesus always pre^<ched the doctrine of mercy. 

" Forgive them ; they know not what they 
do." 

The more we help and assist our fellow man, 
the nearer we approach to Him, who came to save 
all men. 

Although He yielded up His own life, He 
was careful of the lives of others. 



Life is the gift of Ood ; it is a Divine privilege 

to live. I wiU preserve this Thy gift^ and I will 

devote it to saving that of others. In doing this 

I a/m imitating Jesus, who came into the world 

to save men^s bodies and souls. 

I 



114 JESUS, THE COMPORTEE. 

T BT the dead bury their dead ; but go 
thou and preach the kingdom of 
God. 



The dead are dead. 

Concern not yourself with the dead ; they are 
beyond you, out of your reach — go thou and 
minister to the Uving. 

Thy duty is to assist those left behind. 

Be good to those that are near thee, and 
dependent on thee. 

Preserve the memory of the dead deep in 
thy heart. Their souls are with God. 



My Oody Thou who art the Ood of the dead as 
well as the livingy he is in Thy hands. I cherished 
hvm alive ; he is Thine, being dead. His sovZ is 
with Thee, at rest in Thy kingdom. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHEIST. 115 

TJEAL the sick that are therein, and 
say unto them, The kingdom of God 
is come nigh unto you. 



First attend to their temporal wants, then 
they will be fit and anxious to listen to your 
words of comfort. 

The kingdom of God^ the eternal life, is come 
nigh unto you. 

The kingdom of the soul and of Grod, in 
contradistinction to that of the body, and of 
the world. 

The healing of the sick is a noble calling, 
second only to the ministry of the spirit. 



Ohj my Father, Thou hast given utUo me ability 
to heal the sick, and to my brother to preach the 
Idngdom of Qod. Bless our efforts to Thy 
service. 



116 JESUS, THE COMFOETER. 

TTB that heareth you heareth me, and 
he that despiseth you despiseth me, 
and he that despiseth me despiseth him 
that sent me. 



Be sure, therefore, that you understand the 
doctrine of Jesus before you preach Him, that 
you be not despised by your hearers. 

He that preacheth a false doctrine is under 
an awful responsibihty. 

He that preacheth so that the lives of his 
hearers are improved cannot be despised : he is 
doing his Master's work. 

By their fruits shall ye know them. 



/ wiU teach aTid preach the command of 
Jesus— Love one another. If they despise me, 
they will suffer^ not I. I believe in Thy words, 
that they are the words of wisdom. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHEIST. 117 

rpHOTJ hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes • 



It is not the worldly wise and prudent who 
see God. 

The education for the world does not neces- 
sarily open the eyes of the soul. 

The babes, those who are innocent, may have 
a clearer vision. 

Man is made up of many quahties ; know- 
ledge, although much, is not all. 

Those who are prudent in this world are not 
necessarily gifted spiritually. 



Ohy Oody my Father, it is not my knowledge 
or my prudence that has led ms to Thee, I 
imitate Jesus ; he is my guide, my brother, who 
gave his life for the brethren* 



118 JESUS, THE OOMPOETEE. 

rnnOU shalt love the Lord thy God, 
with all thy heart and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy strength, and with 
all thy xnind, and thy neighbour as thy 
self. 



Here ia the whole duty of man. 

He who loves God, follows His laws as inter- 
preted by Jesus, and loves his neighbour as him- 
self, "shaUhve," 

Most men who have lived their span of years 
discover the wisdom of this command. Teach it 
to the young. 



My Father and my Ood^ I have loTig recog- 
nised this comTnand as a great truth. I firTtdy 
believe that by obeying it^ true happiness can be 
attainisdy and my soul rn/iy be made worthy of 
eternal life. 



T 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHEIST. 119 

HOIT art careful and troubled about 
many things ; but one thing is needful. 



The education of the soul is the one thing 
needful. 

Grod has given to every man a portion of his 
Spirit; every opportunity should be taken to 
make it worthy of Him. 

Sit, therefore, at the feet of Jesus and hear His 
Word. 

The duties connected with life cannot be dis- 
pensed with; they must be performed; but be 
not too careful of them or troubled therewith. 



Oive me grace and atreTigth to cope with the 
troubles of the world. One thmg is needful : let 
me be good to those dependent upon me, charitable 
to all men, and ever watchful of myself. 



120 JESUS, THE COMFOETEE. 

A HOUSE divided against itself faUeth. 



Unity is strength. 

A household working in unity is a power in- 
deed. 

If the parents and children work in harmony, 
how beautiful is that harmony. 

Eecognise, therefore, the guiding spirit in a 
household, and all loyally render faithful support. 
The family is the unit of strength of a nation: 
do, therefore, your best to make your own strong 
and united. 



Let my children gaiher round me, let them add 
their strength to mine. Let us aU aim to do 
wM, then shall our house notfaU, but be a centre 
of good and of strength. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. 121 

"DLESSBD are they that learn the word 
of God, and keep it. 



How few who hear the Word of God, keep it. 

It produces a momentary effect, but upon con- 
tact with the heat of the world evaporates. 

It is only those within whom the Spirit of God 
has quickened who keep His Word. The worldly 
do not recognise that the Word is truth, and 
that to keep the Word it is necessary to be 
honest and truthful in all their dealings. 



/ stvdy Thy Word; Jesus is my iTderpreter^ 
and I endeavour to keep it. Thy laws are 
written in Thy works. Man is Thy most peTfect 
work. I study man. I hear Thy Word, and I 
will keep it. 



122 JESUS, THE COMFOETEE. 

"DEHOLD a greater than Solomon ia 
here. 



Solomon was a man of great knowledge and 
wide experience, a wise man; yet behold a greater 

r 

than Solomon is here. 

Listen, then, to the words of wisdom: all who 
will can learn. 

Jesus was a teacher, and "He spoke with 
authority." 

Hear the Word of God, and keep it, and ye 
shall be blessed indeed. 



/ hive searched the vdacUym of the ancieTvtSj 

and behold a greater than Solomon is here. 

^ Jesus knew the heart of man^ and has taught 

,^ us 'priceless lessons of wisdom. I will obey His 

f command : I will do v/nto others as I would 

they should do unto me. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 123 

OB unto you, hypocrites, for ye make 
clean the outside of the cup and 
of the platter, but within ye are fiill of 
extortion and excess. 



w 



Oh, ye hypocrites, who, because ye keep a fair 
appearance before yoiu: neighbours, therefore do 
you consider yourselves justified? 

Do not deceive yourself and you will not de- 
ceive others. 

Be true to yourself and ye must be true to all. 

Be pure in your own eyes before God, then are 
ye pure indeed. 



OA, Qody keep me from the Toeannesa of hypo- 
crisy; let me not try to deceive myself. The 
opinion of others is but of little importance. 
Aid me to he true to myself. If I i/mitate Jesus^ 
I cann>ot fail. 



124 JESUS, THE COMFOETEE. 

TTE outwardly appear righteous unto 
men, but within ye are full of 
hypocrisy and iniquity. 



How many try to deceive themselves by point- 
ing to the respect with which they are held by 
their neighbours. 

No nian's character is known to others — iLjt 
even by himselfw 

Know thyself; study thy ways and correct 
them. 

Men even succeed in deceiving themselves. 

You cannot deceive Grod. 



Preserve me from the vice of hypocrisy j hateful 
in Thy sight, oh Lord. 

Give me grace to he true and just in all my 
dealings. It is my desire to follow the teachings 
of Jesus. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. 125 

"UOR they loved the praise of men more 
than the praise of God. 



The praise of man is at hand immediate, and 
easy to obtain. Act with the majority and you 
have their praise. 

The approbation of God, and its reaction upon 
yourself, is of slow growth. 

To retain the praise of man you must, by re- 
peated acts, keep their attention fixed upon you. 

To retain that of God be true to yourself. 



The praise of ma/n is but of little worth. It 
comes^ it goes, is forgotten. I would be worthy 
of Thee ; Thy praise I acknowledge in my soul^ 
and it knows what is true. 



126 JESUS, THE COMFORTER. 

VE are the children of. them which killed 
the prophets. 



Do not forget that the sins of the fathers are 
visited upon the children. 

Do not forget that the eflfects of your own sins 
may have to be borne by your children. 

How bitter is the remorse of the parent who 
witnesses in the sufferings of his child the punish- 
ment of his own sins. 

Sin not, that ye may be justified. 



Ohj ffiy Father^ aid me to keep myaelf clean in 
body and in mindy that my children^ the fruit 
of Ttiy lovnsy may not suffer. 

I wiU bow down my soul before Thee, that I 
may walk upright in my own sight and before 
men. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. 127 

VE generation of vipers, how can ye 
escape damnation? 



Although addressed to the Jews, it applies to 
many of the generations since. 

False beliefs, false teachers (vipers) cannot 
escape damnation. 

The condemnation of history is inevitable. 

The teaching of the ignorant by those who 
have ceased themselves to believe in the doc- 

» 

trines or dogmas they preach is a crying evil 
now. 

How can ye escape damnation? 



What I teach, that I believe; Thou hruxwest 
my hewrt. 

If I mieunderataTid Thy laws, pardon me; 
Tny eouL is time to Thee, guide me aright. Oh, 
my Lord and Tny OodI 



128 JESUS, THE COMFORTER. 

"DEHOLD I send unto you prophets and 
wise men and scribes, and some of 
them ye shall kill and crucify, and per- 
secute from city to city. 



The mass of mankind hate progress ; to perse- 
cute a teacher is usual. 

To remain in the same condition as that of 
their fathers is the wish of the majority. 

The words of the wise permeate but slowly. 

A prophet is but as sounding brass to the 
multitude. 



I have searched for wisdom far and nea/r. I 
have sat at the feet of many teachers. I have 
separated the gravnfrom the chaff. The bread I 
offer to my brothers. Will they accept it? If 
Ood approves. 



A NEW IMITATION OF OHEIST. 129 

T? OR as the lightning cometh out of the 
east, and shineth even unto the west ; 
so shall also the coming of the son of 
man be. 



His coming has shone from east to west, aye, 
and from north to south ; for eighteen hundred 
years has He shone as a brilliant light, a beacon 
unto the peoples, and His Word will gather in 
strength from generation to generation, until 
all the world acknowledge the Christ. 



Ohj Ood, the Father of aU men. Thou hast 
chosen the Man Jeaua cw a Prophet and Teacher 
to Thy creatwrea ; grami that Thy Word, through 
Him, may bring many to the ways of wisdom ; 
that they m^y do right i/a Thy eight, and Thy 
hmgdom may extend over the whole world. 



130 JESUS, THE COMFOBTEB. 

gEAVEN «d earth shall pa«s away, 
but my words shall not pass away. 



This earth wiU pass away, but truth cannot 
pass away. 

The words of Jesus are food to the soul. 

The soul of man may see Grod. 

Man progresses onwards and upwards ; Thy 
Spirit within h\ir\ will fill him with light and 
truth. 



I wUl 8vng to the Lord^for He has fiUed my 
80vl with gladness. Soon shall I see my Ood. 
I shall stand before Hvrriy and the light of His 
eyes shall not blmd me. For He has Timgnijied 
His Spirit within, me. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. 131 

"CIBAR not them which kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soiil. 



Man can kill the body by violence. 

Man, by degrading his brother by bad example 
and teaching, can injure the soul. 

Man cannot kill the soul. 

The soul of man is from Crod, and is as 
eternal as the Giver. 



My sovZ is cast down because of the wicked- 
ness of man. There are men who seek to destroy 
both body and soul. There are Tnen who will 
slay their brothers m thei/r thousands. There 
a/re men who degrade them, by dri/nk and false 
teachi/ng. But the soul of man cannot die. 



132 JESUS, THE COMFOBTEB. 

T1AKE heed and beware of covetousness, 
for a man's life consisteth not in 
the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth . 



The heaping up of riches is a source ot 
anxiety to him who desireth them; it prevents 
him studying many things which are of greater 
importance. It starves the soul. 

Siches, although a great power in good hands, 
will not purchase happiness. 



/ do not seek for riches. ShovM weaUh coToe 
to me, let Tne employ it to Thy honour. 

To teach the young, cmd save th&m from si/a, 
are worthy objects. To house and clothe the poor 
is good. To heal the sick is commendable. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHBIST. 133 

rpHOU fool, this night thy soul shall be 

required of thee ; then whose shall 

those things be which thou hast provided ? 



Where are the riches that thou hast heaped 
up? That thou hast devoted thy whole life 
to acquiring? 

Left behind to be used, or misused by others. 

That which thou bearest away, thy soul, is 
shrunken with contact with the world. 

What will it profit thee, if thou gain the whole 
world, and lose thine own soul ? 



OA, Lordy keep me from the degradimg vice of 
covetoueneaa. Why ahotdd I gather richea ? My 
aovZ ia w/y moat predoua treaaure ; let me aeek 
to prepare it for Thy glory. 



134 JESUS, THE COMFOBTBB. 



F 



OR where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also. 



That which a man loves most he cleaves to. 

See, therefore, that you select a worthy object 
for thy desire. 

Follow the footsteps of Jesus, imitate Him, 
then shaU your heart be pure, and your treasure 
also. 

A man loves that most for which he has the 
greatest capacity. 

JVJen diflfer in their capacities ; experience 
teaches. 



/ lift up my voice to tny Ood ; I will si/ng a 
glad 8ong i/n his praise^ my Father who created 
m^ ; Jesus whose steps I wiU follow, my Master j 
my Teacher, my Saviour. 

My soul r^oiceth within me. Sing a glad 
song ; shout aloud. 



A NEW IMITATION OF OHBIST. 135 



"DE ye therefore ready. 



Be always prepared to meet thy Grod. 

Some are called early, some la,te. 

Trust in the justice of thy Maker, He is a 
righteous judge, and seegt the heart. 

Do thy best in the position in whi,ch thou 
art placed. 

Every man serves, and can serve Ghod, some 
in a lowly position, some in a more lofty one« 

All men have not equal gifts. 



/ vriU be ever ready to meet rr^y Ood> (7att, 
and I wiU answer Thee. I am abovi Thy work. 

My 8ovl sings aloud va my breast^ joyfvl amd 
glad in Thy presence, my Maker, my Lord, and 
my Ood. 
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138 JESUS, THE OOMFORTEB. 

T)UT he that knew not, and did commit 
things worthy of stripes, shall be 
beaten with few stripes. 



God is no respecter of persons. 

He that breaks His laws will be punished. 

Man should be merciful to the ignorant : Jesus 
has so commanded. 

Be y^ mercifuj. 

Expect Httle from him who knoweth not 
the Word of God. 



My Father and my God, Thxm hast caUed roe 
to a position of trust; there are many de- 
pendent upon m£ ; let me teach thmi and lead 
them m the path of virtue and godliness; let 
them, learn from me to follow that road which 
leads to life everUistmg. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 143 

QUPPOSE ye that I have come to give 
peace on earth ? I tell ye nay : but 
rather division. 



Jesus foresaw the resiilte Hie teacUng vas 
likely to produce amongst men. 

Between that which ia good in man's nature, 
and which is always increasing, and that which 
is evil, which is steadily being stamped out. 

He foresaw the time it would take for His 
Word to bear fruit, the generations which would 
come and go before the evil in man conld be 
eradicated. 



142 JESUS, THE COMPOBTEB. 

T HAVE a baptism to be baptised witli. 



JesTis suffered for His teaching. 

His death was inevitable. 

Every conscientious man suffers in a worldly 
sense, but he is rewarded by spiritual content. 

Be ye therefore steadfast in the faith. 

Do not dread the baptism of fire, strength 
will be given uiito you. 

Thy soiil will be comforted, even as thy body 
suffers. 



Lord^ gi/ve me strength to imitate my Master, 
my Teacher, and my Friend — Jesus, who gave 
wp His life for His fellow Tnan, to benefit by 
His example, and bdieve that His doctrine was 
true. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHEIST. 143 

« 

OUPPOSE ye that I have come to give 
peace on earth ? I tell ye nay : but 
rather division. 



Jesus foresaw the resiilts His teaching was 
likely to produce amongst men. 

Between that which is good in man's nature, 
and which is always increasing, and that which 
is evU, which is steadily being stamped out. 

He foresaw the time it would take for His 
Word to bear fruit, the generations which would 
come and go before the evil in man cotdd be 
eradicated. 

That day has not come when aU men shall 
be as He. 



Up I let me fight for the Lord. Twill conquer 
the beast wvthm me. My api/rit is strong in Thy 
grace. I fear nought. 



142 JESUS, THE COMFOETEE. 

T HAVE a baptism to be baptised witli. 



Jesus suflfered for His teaching. 

His death was inevitable. 

Every conscientious man suflFers in a worldly 
sense, but he is rewarded by spiritual content. 

Be ye therefore steadfast in the faith. 

Do not dread the baptism of fire, strength 
will be given uilto you. 

Thy soiil will be comforted, even as thy body 
suflFers. 



Lord^ gi/ve rne strength to imitate my Master , 
my Teacher, and my Friend — Jesus, who gave 
up His life for His fellow m/m, to benefit by 
His example, and bdieve that His doctrine was 
true. 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 143 

OTJPPOSB ye that I have come to give 
peace on earth ? I tell ye nay : but 
rather division. 



Jesus foresaw the results His teaching was 
likely to produce amongst men. 

Between that which is good in man's nature, 
and which is always increasing, and that which 
is evil, which is steadily being stamped out. 

He foresaw the time it would take for His 
Word to bear firuit, the generations which would 
conie and go before the evQ in man cotdd be 
eradicated. 

That day has not come when all men shall 
be as He. 



Up ! let me fight for the Lord. I will conquer 
the beast wUhi/n me. My spirit is strong in Thy 
grace. I fear nought. 



144 JESUS, THE OOMFOBTEE. 

OTJPPOSE ye that these Galileans were 
sinners above all the Galileans be- 
cause they suffered? I tell you nay. 



God is no respecter of persons. These Galileans 
were present at the sacrifices, and were slaugh- 
tered by Pilate, not that they were worse than 
the rest, but they were there. 

The innocent suffer with the guilty, and often 
for the guilty. 

Nature is a hard master, if you obey not 
her laws. 

Nature is ruled by God's laws. 



/ will obey Thee. 

I will flee from amongst the wicked. 

Thou shalt not find me with the ungodly. 

I wiU have none of them. 

I am Thy servant^ 

My Lord and my God. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. 145 

WHEREUNTO shall I liken the king- 
dom of God? It is like leaven, 
whicli a woman hid in three measures of 
meal till the whole was leavened. 



Leaven, that which is in itself undergoing 
change, and is capable of communicating its 
condition to the surrounding medium of a like 
nature, until the whole mass is leavened. 

The leavening of the world by the Word of 
Christ progresses, and will yet leaven the whole 
lump, in spite of all difficulties. 

Time will show. 



I have felt the mfiuence of Thy Spirit. Thy 
leaven has changed me. Let me influeface m/y 
neighbours^ that they may feel His grace, and 
becoTne of Thy kingdom. 



146 JESUS, THE COMFORTER. 

TvEPART from me, all ye workers of 
iniquity. 



Lord Jesus, are we not Thy followers ? 

We acknowledge Thee, and call ourselves 
Christians ; we attend the worship of Grod Thou 
hast inaugurated ; we use the prayer called after 
Thee. 

*'I know thee not, depart from Me all ye 
workers of iniquity." 

By their fruits shall ye know them. 



My heart is sad because of their teaching: 
blind leaders of the blind. They rise in high 
places and speak the words of foolishness. The 
poor come and beg for breads and ye give them a 
stone. Oh, my God, open thevr eyes that they 
may see Thee. 



A NEW IMITATION OF OHEIST. 147 

"DEHOLD there are last which shall be 
first, and there are first which shall 
be last. 



There are those who have every opportunity 
oflfered them, and yet neglect, and throw away 
these advantages. 

The world is too strong for them, and the flesh 
is very weak. 

There are others, who in spite of every dif- 
ficulty achieve success. 



/ thank Thee for health. I thank Thee for 
strength to struggle and endure. I thank Thee 
that my spirit has gone through the fire. I 
thank Thee that my eyes are opened. 

Qrant me a continuance of Thy grace. 



148 JESUS, THE COMFOETER. 

AH, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest 
the prophets, and stonest them that 
are sent unto thee, how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, as 
a hen doth gather her brood under her 
wings, and ye would not? 



Blind, blind I How few can see that which is 
around them! 

Ye cannot read the signs of the times. 

Arise, awake, whilst there is yet time. 

Your temporal welfare blinds you to your 
spiritual wants. 



Ohj greatest of great cities I thou who hast 
burned the martyrs; thou who art full of 
iniquity and vice. Surely there are ten good 
men within thy walls who may save thee from 
destruction! 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHBIST. 149 

TS it lawful to heal on the Sabbath day ? 



The Sabbath was intended and set apart as 
a day of rest from ordinary labour. 

As a day of bodily rest, but of spiritual ac- 
tivity. 

All that is good for the soul of the individual, 
or of the many, is lawful on the Sabbath-day. 

Jesus healed the sick on the Sabbath. 

Go ye, and do likewise. 



/ would also i/mitate Jeaua as much as I am 
able ; let me, therefore^ aid the sick and helpless 
on this Thy day of rest. Let me seek out the 
poor and n£edy, and comfort them i/n thei/r 
afflictions. The poor we have always with us. 



150 JESUS, THE COMFOETEE. 

TI7H0S0EVER exalteth himself shall 
be abased : and he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted. 



Be not self-assertive ; there is One who seeth 
and knoweth aU. 

God is thy judge. 

The opinion of man is of little value ; he has 
not always the capacity to recognise the best. 

The judgment of the present is often reversed 
by that of the future. 



/ will humble myself in Thy sight : Thou only 
knowest my soul. Purge my soul from pride. 
What am, I that Thou shovMst consider m£? I 
am but the creature of Thy hand. 

I will serve the Lord humbly. He will reward 
me accordvng to my deserts* 



A NEW IMITATION OP OHEIST. 151 

TITHEN thou makest a feast, call the 
poor, the inaimed, the lame, and 
the blind, and thou shalt be blessed, for 
they cannot recompense thee. 



Never expect gratitude. 

Do that which is right in the sight of God, 
and you shall have your reward. 

Thy soul will be nourished by the good thou 
doest to others. 

Do good from good motives, not with hope 
of return. 

He that giveth to the needy enricheth his 
own soul. 

It is more blessed to give than to receive. 



My sold rejoiceth within me. / have sought 
out the Tteedy^ I have comforted their afflictions ; 
I have spoken good words to them, I have 
healed thei/r sick. 



wm 



152 JESUS, THE OOMPOETEB. 

TTE that loveth. father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me ; and 
he that loveth son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me. 



The affections are frequently a hindrance to 
righteousness. 

Love the truth. 

Crucify the affections. 

Love is beautiful, but justice is Godlike. 

Do not be led by the heart : do that which is 
right. 



My heart Toaketh me weak. I love not wisely 
nor firmly. I wovJd be good to those dependeTvt 
on me. Aid me to ride with jvdgmeni. Let me 
bring them to Thee^ my Lord and my Ood. 



A 



A NEW IMITATION OF OHEIST. 153 

ND he that taketh not his cross, and 



followeth after me, is not worthy 
of me. 

A true follower of Christ has to bear his cross. 

He crucifies the affections, the desires of his 
nature, and many aspirations considered harmless 
by men. 

Although hard to yourself, be good and for- 
bearing to others, be true and just in all thy 
dealings. 

To be worthy of Jesus, you must imitate Him ; 
follow Him. 



Let me take up Thy Cross. 

I will lift it on my shoulders. 

It grows lighter day by day^ 

And easier to bear. 

If I aid Thee little^ 

I aid my self much. 

I am the servant andfoUower of Jesus. 



154 JESUS, THE COMrOETEB. 

TXTHOSOEYER he be of you that for- 
saketh not all that he hath, he 
cannot be my disciple. 



Taken with the context, this means: 

Every worldly affection, desire, or acquisition, 

that interferes with the following of Jesus, must 

be sacrificed. 

Do that which is right before all. 

If thy riches are stumbling blocks to thee, 

sacrifice them. 
Whatever keeps you. from Jesus, reUnquisH. 



All that I have is Thinek 

Thou art my Creator and' Ood. 

Thou hast given me Jesus to foUow ; 

I wiU do His bidding. 

I wiU sacrifice all for Thee. 

jTicrease Thy Spirit within me« 



A NEW IMITATION OF CHRIST. 155 

TOY shall be in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth. 



Man is of a complex nature. 

Men diflfer from each other. 

There is much good and much evil in man's 
nature. 

Man, in passing through life, should improve 
and foster that which is good, and eradicate that 
which is evil. 

There is joy in heaven when a man is enabled 
to overcome his evil nature. 

A child is as Grod made him. A man is what 
he and others make of this child. 



My Father y aid me to conquer myself, I have 
no> enemy but m^y ovm nature. Thou hast placed 
me in this world burdened with my body. I 
will, with the help of Thy Spi/rit within me, 
purge me of its grossness. 



156 JESUS, THE OOMFOETER. 

A CERTAIN man had two sons. 

And the younger one said to his 
father, Father, give me the portion of 
goods that falleth to me. 

And he divided unto them his living. 

And not many days after, the younger 
son gathered all together, and took his 
journey into a far country, and there 
wasted his substance with riotous living. 

And when he spent all, there arose a 
mighty famine in that land, and he began 
to be in want. 



Ohj my Father, let me learn the lesson taught 
here ; let me he 'patient and curb m/y desires, so 
that I Toay not waste my substance in riotous 
living, and he in want. 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHEIST. 157 

AND he went and joined himself to a 
citizen of that country, and he sent 
him into his fields to feed swine. 

And he would fain have filled his belly 
with the husks that the swine did eat, 
and no man gave to him. 



Here, friendless and alone, of less consideration 
to the citizen than the swine he was in charge of — 
the pigs which could be fed and made profitable, 
he was starving and no man gave to him. 



Let me subdue im/y passions and lusts of the 
fleshy so that I may escape the sefvere lesson this 
young rnan received, although njo price is too 
great to pay, so that the truth be obtained. 



158 JESUS, THE COMFOETEE. 

ND when he came to himself. 



A 



By the starvation of his body, and the misery 
of his mind, his desires were quenched, and he 
returned to his right mind. 

His animal nature being subdued, his spiritual 
nature asserted itself. 

And he came to himself. 



And 7, too, have come to Tnyadf, by slow 
progress I have been led to Thy feet. Wisdom is 
justified of one of her children. Let the gift of 
Thy Spirit be blessed - to me, let it be magnified 
withi/n me ; let m/y eyes be opened so that I m/iy 
see Ood. Jesus, Thou hast taught me as a 
brother; let me know our Father which is vn 
heaven. 
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TTE said: How many hired servants of 
my father's have bread enough and 
to spare, and I. perish with hunger, 

I will arise, and go to my father, and 
wiU say unto him, " Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before Thee, and am 
no more worthy to be called thy son ; 
make me one of thy hired servants." 

And he arose and came to his father. 



Having come to himself, he determined to go 
to his best friend, his father, humbled and con- 
trite. 



What is a man that Thou ahouldat consider 
him? 

Of what have I to be proud f 

I will arise and go to my Father ^ humhle and 
contrite. 
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T)UT when he was yet a great way off, 
his father saw him, and had com- 
passion, and ran, and fell on his neck 
and kissed him. 



Man's will is free. 

Grod gives to all men the right to choose his 
way in life. 

Here are the roads, take which you please — 
the broad and easy, which leadeth to destruction ; 
the narrow and difiBcult, to eternal life. 

But how readily is the sinner who seeth the 
error of his ways, and retumeth whQe there is 
yet time, received back. 



Ohj Father, kias m«, kiss Thy son. I have 
sinnedybut I reperU. I faU at Thy hneea : for- 
give. Have compassion on my weakness. 
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AND the son said unto him, Father, I 
have sinned against heaven, and in 
thy sight, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son. 

But the father said to his servants, 
Bring forth the best robe, and put it on 
him ; and put a ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet : 

And bring hither the fatted calf, and 
kill it ; and let us eat, and be merry : 

For this my son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found. And 
they began to be merry. 

/ am 710^ worthy^ hut I am forgiven. Thou 
hast raised me fr&m the dust. 

I was debased in my own sight ; I was a slave 

to m/y passioTis ; bid Thow hast mxide glad my 

heart. I stand before Thee purified. I also 

will be merry. 

u 
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"VTOW his elder son was in the field : 
•^^ and as he came, and drew nigh to 
the house, he heard music and dancing. 

And he called one of the servants 
and asked what these things meant. 

And he said unto him. Thy brother is 
come; and thy father hast killed the 
fatted calf, because he hath received him 
safe and sound. 

And he was angry, and would not go 
in : therefore came his father out, and 
entreated him. 

And he answering said to his father, 
Lo, these many years do I serve thee, 
neither transgressed I at any time thy 
commandment : and yet thou never gavest 
me a kid, that I might make merry with 
my friends : 

But as soon as this thy son was come, 
which hath devoured thy living with 
harlots, thou hast killed for him the 
fatted calf. 

And he said unto him. Son, thou art ever 
with me, and all that I have is thine^ 
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It was meet that we should make merry 
and be glad : for this thy brother was 
dead, and is alive again ; and was lost, 
and is found. 



How strictly human is this parable. 

The younger son, eager to taste of the pleasures 
of the world, is duly puaished, comes to his 
senses, and returns home. 

The father only too ready to welcome his son 
humbled and repentant. 

The elder son, plodding, cautious, jealous of 
his father's ready pardon of his wasteful brother. 

Three common types of humanity. 



Let me ri^t he envious of my brother^ though 
his lot seem better than mi/ne. Let me do my 
duty in my caUvag. Thou^ Lord, knowest the 
heart of man. 
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rriHE children of this world are in their 
generation wiser than the children 
of Hght, 



Man is educated to face and cope with the 
world. From his birth upwards he learns how to 
conduct himself in the struggle for existence. 

Jesus commends those who succeed in Ufe. 

Man's duty in this world is to do that which 
he is called upon to do well, so that he shall 
not only benefit himself, but all with whom he 
comes into connection. 



Aid me to do my chdy ; let 7ns Tiot be cast 
down by failure ; let me not be envious of those 
who do better than L Let me be energetic^ and 
struggle manfuUy with my troubles and d^ffi^ 
culties. 
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TTE that is faithful in that which is 

least is faithfiil also in much : and 

he that is unjust in the least is unjust 
also in much. 

» 

If therefore ye have not been faithful 
in the unfaithful mammon, who will 
commit to your trust the true riches ? 



He that can bring honesty of purpose to bear 
on worldly matters, is likely to do so in spiritual. 

A man who is known to be careless and un- 
business-Uke in ordinary matters, is not sought 
to advise in spiritual matters. 



/ have laboured honestly in the calling Thou 
hast gwen Tne. I have gathered knowledge and 
have attamed wisdom. Aid me to Tnake it 
useful. 
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A ND if ye have not been faithful in that 
which is another man's, who shall 
give you that which is your own ? 



As you have to live your life in this world as a 
preparation for the future life, so must your 
conduct here determine that of the next. 

Be true to yourself and you will be true to 
your neighbour. 

Be faithful in that which is entrusted to you, 
and you will retain that which is your own. 



Jeans has comTnaTided me to love my neighbour 
as myself ; this I endeavour to do. Aid my 
efforts to he faithful to my trusts^ to do m/y dAdy 
to those dependerU upon me. / require Thy aid^ 
OOod. 
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npHAT whicli is highly esteemed among 
men, is abomination in the sight of 
God. 



The judgment of men is fallible : the hypocrite 
is frequently enabled to hide his vicious life from 
his neighbours, and may be highly esteemed 
among men, and yet be an abomination in the 
sight of God. 

Man is progressive ; what he thinks right to- 
day, he may consider wrong to-morrow; God's 
laws are from the beginning, and for all time. 



9 



I wovM obey Thy laws ; guide 7ne to tftdr 
true iTiterpretation. Thou only art juat ; now 
a/nd (dwaySy man^s laws are hut for a time. I 
obey Thecj and Thee only. 



Wfim^fmmnm'^im'^rfm^^mm i ■ ■•■ 
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TT is impossible but that pflfences will 
come : but woe unto him through 
whom they come. 



Everything being progressive and perfection 
not yet, it is impossible but that much evil will 
ensue, but he who worketh the evil will sufiFer. 

He that breaketh the law will be punished. 

To plead ignorance of the law is useless, to 
plead that you have been misguided is useless. 

Grod's laws are written by His own hand, man 
must interpret them. 



/ wUl obey Thy lawSj and Thee only will I 
serve. Orant that I may understand. Let me 
not be led away by false teachers. Open Tny 
eyes that I may see clearly. 



^•^•^^^■■■•WlWi 
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TF thy brother trespass against thee, 
rebuke him; and if he repent, for- 
give him. 



Point out to him where he is wrong ; and if he 
is sorry, forgive him. 

Wrong doing is frequently the result of 
ignorance, and Jesus teaches that he that knew 
not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, 
should be beaten with few stripes. 

Human nature is weak, forgive him again and 
yet again. 



If I love my neighbour^ how much more so 
should I love my brother ? If he offend me, I 
must forgive hvm; if he be weaker than /, 
I must aid him and strengthen him. Father, 
aid me to do 8o. 



I 

170 JESUS, THE COMPOETEB. 



H 



E that is without sin among you, let 
him first cast a stone. 



Who is he that is without sin? 

This woman was taken in the very act, and 
her life was forfeited to the law. 

Those who clamoured for her death were 
sinners, but had not been found out. 

He that is without sin, let him be her execu- 
tioner. 

Jesus was left alone with the woman ; no man 
could cast a stone at her. 



Who ia not guUty in the flesh f Not 7, Lordj 
This body is an encumbrance ; it has its vxints 
and requvr&ments to keep it in health, and a fit 
abode for Thy Spi/rit. I cannx>t cast a stone at 
her. 
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^EITHEE do I condemn thee, go and 



sin no more. 



The woman having been brought face to face 
with her sin, is sent away to commune with her 
soul. 

Gro, and sin no more. 

She is left time for repentance. 

According to the law of Moses she would have 
been stoned to death ; according to the law of 
Jesus, she is allowed to live and to repent. 



/ am a avnnerj and have reperded, and again 
I sin. Each day brings its temptations, its 
struggles and its triumphs, or its defeats. Lead 
me not vrdo temptation, but deliver me from evil. 
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T ORD, increase our faith. 



How difficult it is for a man to believe that 
which he does not understand. 

He should not say he believes that which he 
does not understand; he should confess his 
ignorance. 

Oh, Lord, I believe (it is my wish to believe), 
pardon my unbelief. 

Faith is trust in God. 

Grod is all powerful, all knowing. 

What is man ? He knows a little, and is still 
groping in the dark. 

Lord, increase our knowledge and our faith. 



My Qody Thou Jcnowest I bdieve. That man 
is a fool who dost not trust in Thee, What do I 
know? In Thy sight I am nought. Thou 
created me, and bearest me in Thy arms, I 
have faith i/n Thee and Thy justice. 
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TF ye have faith, ye shall say unto this 
mountain : Kemove hence i!b yonder 
place, and it shall remove; and nothing 
shall be impossible imto you. 



If a man has faith, he has confidence to do 
great things. 

A man having faith in himself and the cause 
he advocates, can move his fellow men, a more 
difficult thing than to remove mountains, which 
are moved daily by the labour of man. 

This text is figurative. 



/ have faith : I will remove a mountain. I 
will move my brother to bdieve in Thee. 

Arise I Ood is here, he is around U8. Here 
at thy elboWf within you. Hie Spirit is within 
me. 

My Qod, I will do Thy bidding. I wUl serve 
Thee^ and Thee only. 
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O 0, likewise ye, when ye shall have done 

all those things which are commanded 

you, say, we are unprofitable servants ; we 

have done that which was our duty to do. 



Can a man do more than his duty? He 
can do it with zeal, with conscientiousness — 
he can throw his whole soul into his work, and 
although he has only done that which he was 
called upon to do, yet has he done it well. 



/ will serve Thee ; I will obey Thy laws. Open 
my eyes to the truth. Interpret Thy words to my 
understanding. I am but an unprofitable 
servant. I will watch^ and pray oft. I will be 
ready at Thy call. 



T 
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HBEE are not found that returned to 
give glory to God save this stranger. 



Gratitude is a rare virtue, benefits are accepted 
as a matter of course. 

We are all dependent upon one another, and 
should reciprocate. 

God has given us life, His greatest gift, He 
has placed us in a most beautiful world, and has 
said, Obey My laws and you shall be happy. 

Give glory to God. 



Arise! IwUl svng unto the Lord; I glorify 
Thee, my Maker. My heart is full of gladness 
and of song. 

I am grateful to Thee. Thy Spirit is within 
me. I shall see Thee face to face. 
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nPHE kingdom of God is within you. 



Every man has within him a God-like quality. 

The Holy Spirit. 

A portion of the Spirit of Grod. 

See that you sin not against the Holy Ghost, 
God within you. 

Be true to yourself. 

He that is true to himself will be true to his 
neighbour. 

Be not deceived. 



I fed Thee within Trie; I know that I am 
Thme. Thou art my Oody Thy Spirit ia my 
80uL I am holy, for I am part of Thee. I will 
not break Thy laws, for I should commit the 
great am against Thy Spi/rit within me. 
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and be rejected of this generation. 



He that is ahead of his times must suffer until 
public opinion has reached his level : he is then 
acknowledged: knowledge advances, and he is 
left behind. 

Jesus was so advanced in his doctrine, that 
even now, eighteen hundred years after, his 
teaching is not universally accepted. 



What is Tnan that Thou shovldst consider 
him, a learner gropi/ng i/n the da/rk. 

Jesus, Thou wert rqected by Thy gemjeration; 
may we he wiser, and acknowledge Thee as ov^r 
lawgiver. 

N 
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TV/TEN ought always to pray and not to 
faint. 



Cease not in well-doing. 

Cast your bread upon the waters, and it shall 
return unto you after many days. 

Sow your seed, it is God who giveth the in- 
crease. 

Do not be cast down by ill-success ; if you reap 
not the harvest yourself, others who follow you 
will do so. 

Nothing is lost. 



/ vdU not cease to pray to Thee ; I will not be 
cast down. Why should I faint f My soul is 
w/y Ood% my body is Thy gift. Ood is all in 
all. 
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riiwO men went up into the temple to 
pray ; the one a Pharisee, the other 
a Publican. 

The Pharisee stood and prayed thus 
with himself, God, I thank Thee that I 
am not as other men are, extortioners, 
imjust, adulterers, or even as this Publican. 
I fast twice in a week, I give tithe of all 
that I possess. 



Probably just and honourable, and yet a man, 
therefore imperfect, having need of God. 



Let me not be puffed up. What is a man in 
Thy eight ? If I do aU I am commanded I am 
bat an v/nprofitable servant. Save me from 
vai/n glory. 
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AND the Publican, standing afar oflF, 

would not lift so mucli as his eyes 

unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, 

saying, God be merciftd unto me a sinner. 



Here was a man who acknowledged his weak- 
ness and necessity for help, and humbly sued for 
mercy. 

This man went to his house justified rather 
than the other, and in a more healthful frame of 
mind. 



ATid be merciful to me also, my Father, for 
am I not a amner also f 

Strive as I m/iy, yet do I err. I am con- 
demned in my own eyes. Thy Spirit within 
me shows 7ne when I do wrong* 

Ood be merciful to me, a simmjer. 
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OUFFER little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not : for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven. 



The attribute of childhood is innocence. 

Pure and innocent, for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

The world degrades this childish innocence, 
but he who passes through unscathed, comes out 
strengthened. 

The wisdom of old age takes the place of the 
innocence of childhood. 

The purity of the wise, combined with know- 
ledge, is more beautiful than that of childhood 
with ignorance. 



I am 7U> Umger a child, my innocence has 
depaHed. Aid me to a,chieve purity of body arid 
soulj that my spirit mjay re^v/m to Thee, 



t 
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TTTHOSOEVBR shaU not receive the 
kingdom of Grod as a little cliild, 
shall in no wise enter therein. 



There are many things still requiring the feith 
of a Kttle child, man not having yet attained the 
fulness of knowledge. 

Let us then accept much that we cannot under- 
stand, with the loving faith of a little child. 



Increase w,y faith withm me, I would enter 
Thy kmgdom even as a little child^pure and 
innocent. 

To the pure, all things are pure ; and I would 
be pure. 
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r^ OOD master, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life ? 

Sell all that thou hast, and distribute 
to the poor, and come, follow me. 

He was very sorrowful: for he was 
very rich. 

How hardly shall they that have riches 
enter into the kingdom of God. 



Where the treasure is, there shalt the heart be 
also. 

He that devotes himself to the acquirement of 
wealth, or its enjoyment, has no heart for the 
spiritual life ; the soul is choked by the grossness 
of the body. 



I do 7wt desire riches ; give me enough^ wnd 
no more. Let me devote myself to Thee, 
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TI7H0 then can be saved? 

The things which are impossible 
with men are possible with God. 



If it is difficult for those who devote them- 
selves to the enjoyment of the pleasures of this 
life to become Grodly, who can enter into the 
kingdom of heaven? 

Grod knows the heart. Many of those who 
appear to lead a worldly Kfe do right in the 
sight of Grod. 

God only is the judge. 



Thxm knowest my heart, Ood; Thou only 
art the judge. The judgment of mxin isfaUiblej 
he sees only the outside. 

Thou hnoweat my m^tives^ and all surround- 
ing cvrcv/mdanoes. I put my trust in Thee, 
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T^HEEB is no man who hath left house, 
or parents, or brethren, or wife, or 
children, for the kingdom of God's sake, 
who shall not receive manifold more in 
this present time, and in the world to 
come, life everlasting* 



He that acts from conscientious motives re- 
ceives the reward of peace of mind. 

Be sure ye be not led away by false opinions. 
Act with justice to those dependent on you. 
Your nearest neighbour is your own family. 



My Oodj Thou art my Foitherj Thou host 
given me life. I am depefndemt upon Thee. I 
will serve Thee in spirit and i/a truth. 
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Til OR the son of man is come to seek 
and save that whicli was lost. 



Jesus always insisted on His humanity, all his 
sympathies were human, pitiftd, merciful, loving. 

Grod is just. 

Jesus is merciful. 

Poor human nature, how weak, how impression- 
able, how easily lead, always requiring a Saviour. 



Oh, Ood, my GreatoTy Thou who hast given ua 
a guide and teacher in Jeaua, thy Christy the 
chosen one. Let Tne im/vtate Hi/my let TnefoUow 
humblyy and ai a distanccy m His footsteps. 
I am weaky but I would do the good thai I can, 
with my whole heart. 
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TTNTO every one that hath shall be 
given ; and from him that hath not, 
even that he hath shall be taken away 
from him. 



We are put into this world to be educated and 
to advance ; each one should improve such talent 
as is given to him. 

Progress may be fa^ or slow, as circumstances 
may permit. 

If a man helps himself, God will help him. 

If a man wiU do nothing for himself, Grod does 
nothing for him. 



Aid TnSy I beaeeeh Thee. I labour to under- 
stand and obey Thy laws, I will do Thy 
bidding. Qi/ve me light to read Thy commands 
arightj and to interpret them. 
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Tl/TT house is a house of prayer : but ye 
have made it a den of thieves. 



Woe unto him who makes the house of prayer 
a stepping-stone to worldly success. 

Preach the Word. 

Feed the hungry. 

Heal the sick. 

Eat and drink such things as are given to thee. 

A workman is worthy of his hire. 

Beware that ye make not the house of prayer 
a den of thieves. 



To imitate Christ, I should heal the sick, help 
the poor and needy, teach the ignorant, preach to 
those anxums to learn, and warn si/n/ners to 
repentance. All this I vM do; aid me to do 
His will. 



A 
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ND he taught daily in the Temple. 



Teach ye daily. 

The house of Grod should be always open. 

Prayer is a daily requirement of the soul. 

Prayer to the soul is as necessary as food to 
the body. 

He that hath wisdom let him expound to him 
that hath not. 

Hide not your light under a bushel. 

Be sure that your light is pure. 



What I JcTiow that wiU I teach, yea, daily in 
Thy temple. Thy temple is where Thou art, cmd 
Thou art everywhere. Quids me to know Thy 
Word, that I may teach it to others. 
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AND the chief priests and the scribes 
sought to lay hands on him. 



Oh, ye in high places, why do ye not teach the 
people, why are you always yourselves the last to 
learn? 

Your cry is, rest and be thankful. 

Woe unto you. Scribes, Pharisees, Hyprocrites, 
blind leaders of the bhnd, beware of the wrath to 
come. 

Beware of the tide of progress, if ye dam it 
up it will burst through, and carry you away 
with it. 



/ will curisey I wiU open my lips. Thou hast 
taught me what to say. Behold^ the tea^ihera a/re 
dumhy the people cannot hear. Open the Tnouths 
of Thy priests ; give power to the pens of Thy 
scribes. Glory I Olory to OodI 



A NEW IMITATION OP CHRIST. 191 



A ND they feared the people. 



Why fear the people? 

Because ye have not done your duty by them. 

Ye have not taught them, but kept them in 
ignorance. 

Blind, degraded ignorance. 

Awake, ye down-trodden, listen to the wordd 
of your Saviour. 

Jesus, the son of man, the carpenter's son, the 
teacher of man. 



I fear not the people^ nor do I fear the priests. 
I imitate Jesua^ my Master. 

Listen to the glad tidings : Jesus^ who died to 
save simnerSf Jesus, the Comforter^ is free ; free 
frofm the Cross. 
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"DENDER unto Ca9sar the tilings whici 
be Caesar's, and unto God the things 
which be God's. 



Submit to the law. 

It may not be a just law, still it is the law. 
If it be not just, rectify it by legal means. 
The people are many, and they are mighty. 
The law is for the people's good, if it be not so, 
it is not a just law. 

Away with it, away with it. 



I achifiowledge that my own vnJteresta ahovZd he 
subservient to those of the many, I am wUlmg 
to m^ke sacrifices for them. Ood keep msfrom 
selfishness^ and aid ms to do what I can for my 
fellow creatures. 
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Xj^OE he is not a God of the dead, but 
of the living, for all live unto him. 



The body dieth, but tfie soiil liveth. 
In Him we live and move, and haVe out being. 
The body retumeth to the dust. 
The soul retumeth to Him that gave it. 
The temporary life with the body on earth; 
the eternal life withGrod in heaven. 



Thou hast given me life. 

My heart is joyful : 

I wiU 8vng a song to Thee. 

My body will soon die: 

My soul returns to Ood. 

I am Thvae for ever and efoer. 



o 
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"DBWARB of the scribes, which desire 
to walk in long robes, and love 
greetings in the markets, and the highest 
seats in the synagogues, and the chief 
rooms at feasts . 

Which devour widows' houses, and for 
a show, make long prayers; the same 
shaU receive greater damnation. 



The sin of hypocrisy degrades the soul. 

The hypocrite injures himself, and also those 
whom he deceives. 

He that knoweth what is right should do 
what is right. 

Knowledge and power are too often used by 
the wicked to rob the poor and ignorant. 



It is my pleasure to da good to others. Save 
me from hypocrisy. 
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Xj^OR all these have of their abundance 
cast in unto the offerings of God, 
but she of her penury, hath cast in all 
the living that she had. 



It is easy to give of your superffuity. 
But to deny oneself to give to others is hard. 
Give heartily, not grudgingly. 
Grive not at all, if it be not with thy whole 
heart. 



Oh, my Father, give me grace to imitate the 
beautiful character of Jesus ; He was charitable 
to the faults of the weak. He taught the ignorant. 
He healed the sick. He fed the hungry, He clothed 
the naked, He gave His life, all that He possessed, 
as an exam/pie to mankmd. 
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A ND ye shall be hated of all men for 
my name's sake. 



The teaching of Jesns is impossible to the 
worldly. 

The priesthood have therefore instituted a 
religion, which is smoothed to the powerful and 
wealthy. 

The poor and wretched are to receive comfort 
hereafter, for the misery they endure here. 

Those who are rich in worldly goods can do 
what they please, so long as they conform to an 
outward show of respectability. 

He who preaches Jesus is avoided by the 
well-to-do. 



For Thy eaJce, Father j I ami wUWag to he 
hated by the worldly. Oive me Thy grace^ and I 
fear 7U) one. 
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TN your patience possess ye your souls. 



Suflfer and be strong. 

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God. 

Let him ask in faith, nothing doubting. 

Trust in Grod, ye shall not be tempted beyond 
your strength. 

Man can only destroy the surroundings ; hap- 
piness is from within, and consists in a contented 
mind, full of faith in God. 



Oh, Ood, my Maker, Thovu knowest I am 
patierU ; I seek Thy aid. Thou hast granted me 
strength to bear. I am here but a short while, 
let me not give way to the troubles that surround 
me. I ask in faith what is good for me : Thou 
givest me Tiot what in my blmdn^s I desire. 



l98 JESUS, THE COMFORTER. 

npAKB heed to yourselves, lest at any- 
time your hearts be overcharged with 
surfeiting and drunkenness, and cares of 
this life. 



Be careful, but not over careful ; let not your 
hearts be cast down by worldly troubles. 

Surfeiting and drunkenness destroy the body, 
and choke the soul. 

The glutton and the drunkard sink in their 
own mud. 

Their souls are blinded. 



Oh, God, preserve me from the degrading 
vices of ghMony and drunkenness. I pray Thee 
most earn>estly to give me strength to resist theii/r 
infiuenxse, I will keep away from temptation ; 
I will not attend their feasts. 
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TI7AT0H ye, therefore, and pray always. 



Watxih yourself, and pray that ye may resist 
the temptations of the flesh. 

The flesh is ever with thee, and compasseth 
thee around, and is always tempting thee to 
gratify its desires. 

Watch, therefore, and pray always. 



I will sing a glad song to Thee, my Maker. 
I wiU praise Thee with Tny voice. In the early 
mom will I pray to Thee ; at noon wHl I see to 
my ways. Before eve I will fall down before 
Thee ; at night I will a^avn watch, and pray to 
my Lord and my God. 



m^^^^mmmmmmf^Hm 
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A ND tlxQ chief prjests and scribes sought 
how they might kill him. 



Was He not preaching doctrines destructive to 
their authority? 

Although good and pure, yet was he not 
schismatic ? 

"It is to our interest to put Him out of 
the way. 

Down with Him 1 To the death. 

Crucify HimI" 



Keep me from self-seeking; what is good, 
what is true, let me help and advanofi, even to 
my worldly, injury. 

What is good for Thy people must be good for 
me ; I wHl sacrifice my individAial interests for 
the general welfare. 

Aid Trie to follow i/n the footsteps of Jesus. 



ip^iW^«^ii"i«HiPi^WP"W^"WfP»pBi^PF 
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JESUS wept- 



To mourn for a loved one is nature's right. 

Bemember not to give way to sorrow, let it 
not injure you or others. 

Excess of mourning is harmful to the body; 

If you withdraw yourself from your duties to 
indulge your grief, you injure those who are 
dependent upon you for bodily and mental 
support. 

Jesus wept, but he &iled not to assist the 
other mourners. 



I also weep. 

I TnouT^n for the loved one. 

He id gone to his rest. 

His spirit is with Thee, 

He has left hi^ earthly father. 

He is with his heavenly Fqiiher. 

Thy name be praised. 
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EHOLD how he loved him. 



B 



Jesus loved His friend, and wept for him. 

He comforted the relatives, and aided them. 

Jesus was active in His ministrations. 

Be not cast down by your sorrow, but imitate 
Jesus. 

Arise, and give of your strength to those 
weaker than yourself. 



Je8U8 loved His fdloiv man. 

How well He loved His friend f 

He wept when death removed him^ 

Behold how He loved him I 

I love Jeawa with my whole heart. 

I will obey Hie word and commxinda. 

I wiU devote my life to Him. 

I will imitate Jesus. 
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TTE poureth water into a basin, and 
began to wash .the disciples' feet. 



He that would be great among you, let him be 
your servant. 

The most honourable position is that of one 
who serves honestly. 

Every man does, or should serve his fellow 
man. 

That man lives a worthless life who lives only 
for himself. 



If I would imitate Jeaua I must do aoi/aaU 
thi/ngs. Let me he kind to those dependerd upon 
me ; let me serve the needy and those who requvre 
my services; let ms heal the sicky and be good 
to all around me ; then, like Jesusy I wash the 
disdples^ feet. 
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I 



CAME not to judge the world, but 
to save the world. 



There is but one judge ; God is just. 

Jesus, the man, is merciful ; He came to warn, 
to save ; He is no judge ; He is the advocate. He 
pleads for mercy for the poor, the helpless, and 
the ignorant. 

Father, forgive them, they know not what 
they do. 



Jesua came to save 

Man from hi/maelff 

From thf^ fiesh^ 

"W^k ^ viced and, crimen. 

Let, U8^ iTjfiitaU Him. 

Fr^ from tlji,e dtvst and the a^ihM^ 

Fear not the ju^^iofhent^ 

For Qod is a just judge. 
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TF I, then, your lord and master, have 
washed your feet, ye also ought to 
wash one another's feet. 



Imitate Jesus. 
Serve the brethren. 
Do good unto others. 

Every man is dependent upon his brethren. 
I give you aid to-day, because I am able; I 
myself may require assistance to-morrow. 
Love your neighbour as yourself. 



He washed thei/t feet ; 

He, thei/r Teacher cmd MaMer. 

He humbled Himself before them. 

I must do likewise ; 

/, who would follow His teachvag, 

I will serve the brethren. 
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A NEW commandment I give unto you. 
That ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one 
another. 



Jesus set aside the old law of retaliation — 
an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, and 
introduced the new law of love. 

Love one another. 

The perfect man is the embodiment of love, 
in all its phases. 



Love one another. 
Lovej man^a chief attribute; 
Love^ which enoblea the weak; 
LovCj adorning the strong; 
Love, of a roan and his wife; 
Love, of the parerU and child; 
LovCy universal. 
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"D Y this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples if ye have love one 
to another. 



By their fruits shall ye know them. 

If you love your feUow man you imitate Jesus, 
and are one of his disciples. 

There is no other sign but love, it is com- 
prehensive, universal. 



/ would be a disciple of Jesus, obey his com- 
mands and vmita;te Hvm. I endeavov/r to love 
those with whom I come i/n contact with all m/y 
heart, a/nd do good to those around me. 

I would force my i/aclination to love those 
who are repugnant to my nature. Alas ! it is 
difficult at times. 
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TT is the spirit that qmckeneth, the flesh 
profiteth nothing; the words that I 
speak unto you they are spirit and they 
are life. 



The flesh is ever wasting and changing, and 
eventually dies. 

The spirit never dies, but is transmitted. 

The words spoken by Jesus are spiritual, they 
nourish the soul, and if attended to, lead to 
eternal life. 



What 18 my body but dust? 
It came from the earth, 
To the earth it wiU return. 
My spirit is Thy gift, 
And to Thee it will return. 
Let me so use it 
As to fit it to Thy service. 
And to life evermore with Thee. 






T 
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HIS do in remembrance of me. 



Who would not desire to reverence the last 
wish of a friend or benefactor ? 

Behold, the greatest benefactor man ever had 
is here. 

Bemember Him, therefore, always. 

Take up His cross daily, and imitate Him. 

Obey His command : " Love one another ; " 
**This do in remembrance of Me." 



/ vriil — I will ever rem&mber hi/m. 

By mom^ at noon^ at eve 

Will I hear Him in mind. 

He is my brother; 

He gave His life for me. 

/ will love Him and obey Him. 

I will imitate Jesus, 

The Christ. 

p 
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TI7H0BVER would be great among 
you, let him be your minister. 



«I serve." 

A most honourable deviee. 

We all serve in different capacities, and under 
different conditions. 

See that your service be true. 

If your service be true, you need not fear 
the master's eye. 

He who would be distinguished from the rest, 
let him help the poor, the ignorant, and the 
needy. 



I desire to serve Thee. 
Let me help this little one. 
To this poor Tnan give bread. 
I wiU teach the ignorant. 
And aid the sick and needy. 
Jesus, Twy Friend and Master. 
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T)RAY, that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion. 
Rise and pray, lest ye enter into temp- 
tation. 



If the soul be aroused, the body is kept 
under. 

Pray, that your body may not tempt thee. 

If ye pray, your mind is occupied, and you 
escape temptation. 

Should temptation approach, pray, that you 
may be able to resist it. 



/ will pray to my Ood; 

I will keep my body in subjection. 

My flesh shall not conquer me. 

I will be Toaster vn my own h(mse. 

Give me strength^ Father^ 

To imitate Jesus, 

I am, also Thy son. 



i 
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I 



F ye had known me, ye should have 
known my Father also^ 



From Jesus, the perfect man, the knowledge 
of God can soon be acquired. 

Imitate Jesus, and ye shall know Grod. 

The soul of man requires the education ob- 
tained by the study of the life and teaching 
of Jesus, to see God. 

The perfection of the qualities found in man 
must be first acquired, before spiritual per- 
fection can be attained>. 



/ would know my FtUheVj He ^oho hath 
created me and endowed me with His Spirit, 
Jesus 1 have endeavoured to imitate^ hut at 
what a distance ! 



A 
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ND ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free. 



Ye who are burdened by sin, ye who are 
ignorant, and can obtain no light from your 
teachers, imitate Jesus, learn from Him, and 
Him only ; from Him shall ye know the truth, 
and the truth shall free you from all dogma 
and trammels of the priesthood. 



/ know the truth. 
My eyes are opened. 
My soul is free. 
Jesus, I follow Thee. 
Christ, the Chosen One, 
Has made me free. 
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WHOSOEVER committetli sin is the 
servant of sin. 



A man is enslaved by Ms vices, and is a 
servant to his habits. 

Sin that is habitual is masterful. 

Be careful in thy youth not to contract evil 
habits ; they are diflScult to throw off. 

Oh, ye parents, ye teachers of youth, great 
is your responsibility. 

" Suffer little children to come unto Me.** 

Be very carefid of the young. 



My body has dragged vne down irdo the 
depths. 

When I was young^ I was very ignorant : I 
had no teacher. 

My si/a has found me out. 

Ood he merciful unto me a sinner. 
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"DECAUSE I tell you the tnith y^ be- 
lieve me not. 



How unpalatable is truth when it points out 
to a man his faults. 

How disinclined to acknowledge the truth. 

Yet conscience knows the truth. 

Jesus spoke the truth, and was crucified ; his 
followers are martyred. 

The priests have bound Christ to His cross, 
and gagged His speech, and all is comfortable. 



Christ has declared the truth, 

I believe. 

I wiU vmitate Jesus. 

Lordj IbelievSj 

Help Thou mine uTibelief. 



1 
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TN my Father's house are many mansions. 



There is room for all. 

If ye love one another, be ye Jew, Mahomedan, 
or Infidel, you are a disciple. 

The only requisite to enable you to enter the 
kingdom of heaven is. 

Love one another. 



Love is common to all : 

To the Jew, the Christian, idolater. 

It is found in the ttearts of aU men. 

To all the Spirit of God is given. 

Prove it by mutual love, 

And enter His munsion. 

The House of Ood. 
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TP ye love me, keep my commandments. 



Love one another. 
Do good to your neighbour. 
Jesus gave no other command. 
He approved and adopted the old command- 
ments of Moses : 

You shall not injure your neighbour; 

But he gave but one : 

"Love your neighbour as yourself." 



If I would imitate JesvSj I must keep Hie 
commandment: "jBa good to your n^ighbour.^^ 
Surely I could not do a more seiiaible thing for 
my own interest : make friends with those with 
whom I come in contact. 
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HE Comforter, whicli is the Hoty 



T 



Ghost. 



The gift of the Holy Ghost— 

The Spirit of Truth. 

The Father sends to man His own Spirit, the 
Holy Ghost, the Spirit of Truth, which shall be 
a Comforter. 

God in man. 

He shall teach you all things. 



The Holy Ghosts the Comforter, 
The Spirit of God in man — 
He who has this, has all. 
My soul is glad within me. 
My soul ryoices in the Lord ; 
My song is of Thee ; 
Thou hast comforted me 
In tvmes of trouble. 
Praise the Lord. 
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A ND this is life eternal, that they might 
know thee^ the only true God. 



I came from God* 
I live on earth. 
I return to God. 
And this, is life eternal.. 



My spirit is cumbered with the flesh; 

My eyes are dim, 

I cannot see Ood. 

My mind is filled with hnowledge. 

I study Thy laws. 

Written by Thins own hand 

And interpreted by man. 

Light breaks m upon mc. 

Let me but be rid of the flesh, 

Then I shall know Thee, 

The one true God ; 

And this is life eternal. 
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"DETRAYEST thou the son of man with 
a kiss» 



How often is man betrayed with a kiss I 
Beware of false friends. 
Kisses are not always tokens of love. 
A man who takes advantage of a friend for 
his own benefit is bad indeed. 



Jesvs was sold by a disciple 

For greed and for silver. 

Jesvbs is daily betrayed 

By false disciples ; 

They live by His name^ 

And betray Him, 

I will preach JesuSj 

He who is bound to the Cross 

By His disciples. 

Come^ let us free Hirriy 

JeBUS i/nvi/nctusl 



s 
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UFFER ye thus far. 



Do not resent this evil done to you. 

My disciples do not understand. 

My followers are men, having the feelings of 
men, and resent this wrong done to Me, as 
men. 

Until such time as man can control his animal 
nature, and the spirit assert itself, man will 
resort to force, and will feel revenge. 



/ wiU control myself. 

^Tia good to suffer^ and be strong* 

I will not resent the evil. 

It is good for the spirit. 

I wiU vmitate Jesus. 

** Suffer ye thus far.^ 
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B 



E ye come out as against a thief, with 
swords and staves ? 



How little do ye know Me^ 

I obey the law, and suffer by the law. 

Ye are unconsciously aiding My work* 

By your acts you make Me chief among 

martyrs. 

I use no force. My word will receive strength 

from your acts. 

The irresistible force of truth, backed by time, 

will bear down armies of sword bearers and stave 

carriers. 



I was alone, one agai/nst many. 

Ye came with swords and staves. 

I resisted not, but yielded. 

I was carried to the judgment. 

Ye were ignorant, and kn^ew not whcd ye did. 

Forgive them, Faiher. 
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T KNOW him not. 

And the Lord turned and looked 
upon Peter. 

And Peter went out, and wept bitterly. 



How weak is man. 

Peter loved Jesus, yet feared to snflFer with 
Him. 

How many Peters are to be found amongst 
the followers of Jesus, 

Loving, but very weak; 



I love wy Master faithfully j 
Nor wUl I deny Him. 
How couLd I hear His look 
Were I to say Him nay f 
That sad and sorrowful look 
Which made Peter weep^ 
Would cut my heart in twain; 
I could not survive it. 

Q 
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A ND the man that held Jesus mocked 
him, and smote him. 



The followers of authority, to avoid responsi- 
bility, obey. 

The men that held Him mocked and smote 
Him, to cany favour with their masters. 

The ignorant servant is not to be blamed for 
doing the behests of his master. 

It is to his misfortune that he is ignorant. 

See that ye are not ignorant. 



Oh, Lord, I thank Thee thai; Thou host r«- 
movedfrom me the curse of ignorance ; give me 
light that I rnay justly i/nterpret Thy laws, 
wriMen by Thine own hand in Thy great Book 
of the universe. 



I 



I 



tv 



p 
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ROPHESY who is it tliafc smote thee? 



The foolish, ignorant rabble, made up of men 
miable to miderstand sublimity of character. 

Who is it that smote Thee? 

I, a nobody, smote Thee, Jesus. 

Let it be handed down to posterity in the 
archives of my family ! 

Poor, ignorant fanatics and slaves I 



Sublime sight/ Infinite love. 

Pity and sorrow for thei/r ignorance. 

The Teacher set upon by the school. 

I have taught you My doctrines: 

Love, charity, mercy. 

You are not ready; you cannot learn. 

The time wUl come 

When you wUl believe Me. 
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TF I tell you^ you will not believe, 



They could not have understood. 

Their minds were unprepared to receive the 
doctrines He was teaching. 

It has taken eighteen hundred years for man 
to study Him, and still they do not believe. 

His followers have bound Him to His cross 
by bands of their own construction. 

Come, let us free Him. 



My Ood, our Ood, it is time, 
I wUl aid to free Jeaua from, the trammels 
heaped upon Him by His followers. 
JeauSy speak to us Thy own wordSy 
Let us hear Thy voice again. 
Loose Him from the Gross. 



A 
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RT thou then the son of God ? 

And he said unto them, Ye say 



that I am. 



The Son of God. 

Are we not all Sons of God? 

We are His children brought into the world 
at His command. 

Jesus, He who was full of the Holy Ghost, 
He is a Son of God. 



Tesj I aTTi Ood'a son^ 

And will do His biddvng. 

I will learn from Jesus ; 

Who knew Tnan as He did ? 

He taught us to love the brethren^ 

To be 'merciful to all men, 

To heal the sick, 

I will imitate Jesus. 

I am also a son of Ood, 
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A RT thou the king of the Jews ? 



Of all things, Jesus was no king. 
His wish was to serve ; 

To wait on others, to heal the sick, to feed 
the hungry. 

A teacher, but no ruler. 

ThouBSijest I am the king of the Jews. 

7 do not. 



The hi/ng of the Jews! 

A small and faUi/ng tribe. 

Jesus was king of all Tnankindy 

Then, and for aU time* 

His Word mill rule the world. 

Come, let us unbi/nd Him,. 

Open Thy Tnowth again. 

Preach to us once more. 

Listen to His teaching. 



w 
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HAT is truth? 



Pilate, and every man before and since, has 
asked this question : 
What is Truth ? 

Jesus came into the world to give the answer : 
The Spirit of Truth ; 
The Comforter; 
Love one another. 



What is truth? 

My heart yearns for truth. 

Oh^ Jesus, my Master and Teacher, may the 
spirit of truth rest in my heart, and be to me 
Q/n etemxil comforter. 

May grace abound i/n me, thai; I may love 
all Tnankind in humbleness of heart, and i/n 
truth, feari/ng no man; and then shall I see 
Ood in eternal life. 
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T FIND no fault in this man. 
He sent him to Herod. 



Pilate could find no legal evidence of wrong- 
doing on the part of Jesus; and wishing to 
avoid responsihility, he sent Him to Herod, the 
governor of Galilee, 

The Roman law could find no &ult in Him. 

The priests, jealous of His influence with the 
people, hounded Him to death. 



He was favMeas^ 

Yet m/uM He die. 

He was holyy 

Yet WAist He be crucified. 

He cwme into the world to eave ai/nners ; 

To do sOy He rnvst die for them. 

What infinite love! 
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TTE answered them nothing. 



Jesus would not justify Himself before Herod, 
yet could he find no fault in Him. 

Pilate, therefore, offered to release Him. 

But the priests prevailed, and Pilate gave 
sentence that it should be as they wished. 

To please the Jewish authorities, Pilate cruci- 
fied this just man, in whom there was no fault. 



Ohy for the wedhaeaa of man^ 

In a little brief authority I 

Fea/rful of his fellows. 

Not resting on God and right. 

I will put my trust in Thee, 

And in, Thy la/ws. 

My Lord and my God. 



234 JESUS, THE GOHFOBTEE. 

pRUCIFT him ! Crucify him ! 

The class-hatred. A teacher: 

Crucify Him. 

He teaches not as we do : 

Crucify Him. 

He taketh no tithes : 

Crucify Him. 

He healeth the sick: 

Crucify Him. 

He consorteth with publicans and sinners: 

Crucify Him. 

He does good on the Sabbath-day : 

Crucify Him. 

Although we find Him a just man, good and 
merciful, charitable and loving. He is not as 
we are: 

Crucify Him I Crucify Him ! 



Oh, Jeaua, my brother. 

This is the reward of Thy love — 

To be crucified. 
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"nAUGHTERS of Jerusalem, weep not 
for me, but weep for yourselves, 
and for your children. 



I am as one dead ; weep not for the dead. 

Weep for yourselves, for you will be the 
sufferers. 

Weep for your children, who will pass through 
great tribulation. 

Oh, weep for your children, and your children's 
children's children, for those of the future ; for 
many generations will pass before ye acknowledge 
My doctrine of love. 



Alas for the women I 
They weep for their chiMren. 
Pity the poor mothers 
Bereft of their children. 
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pALVARY (Latin). Golgotha (Hebrew). 



A hill shaped like a skull. 

The place of execution, a polluted spot out- 
side the city. 

Now the holy place. 

Golgotha, where Jesus gave up His life to 
crown His work. 



/ 8vng of Galva/ry, 

The acorn of the Raman. 

I sing of Golgothay 

Hated of the Jew. 

I simg the Holy Place, 

The glory of the Christian, 

The place where Jesus died^ 

Gnjudfied, to save sinners: 

Olory, praise, love. 
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rriHERE they crucified him. 



The crowning act of an ignorant and hnital 
law, urged on by priestly hatred and jealousy. 

The arch priest, hounded to death by the 
priests, ministers of a religion, preaching the 
doctrine of " a tooth for a tooth." 

Away with it. 

Make way for the teacher inculcating the 
doctrine of love — ^universal love and charity. 



They crucified Him^ 

Teacher and Master. 
He died on the CroaSy 

Loving and Holy. 
Between two thievesj 

Pure and undefiled. 
Mocked by soldiersy 

Forgiving aU. 
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TTiATHBR, forgive them; they know not 
what they do. 



The most beautiful prayer ever offered. 
The triumph of humanity. 
A perfect end to a perfect life. 
Worthy of imitation. 



Father^ forgive them, 

IgTiorant. 
They know Tiot what they do. 

Led by others. 
Let My word enlighten them. 

Poor and needy. 
Oive them Thy Holy Spirit 

To guide them — 
Love, charity, mercy. 

Watchwords. 
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fTIHE people stood beholding. 

The rulers derided him, and the 
soldiers mocked him. 



The people, who had watched His life, and 
knew His goodness, stood beholding. 

The rulers, who feared Him and His doctrines 
derided Him. 

The soldiers (machines) obeyed orders, mocked 
Him. 



Have pity for the poor ignorant Jewish 
priests, and Roman soldiers, and all those 
who lent themselves to the death of Jesus; 
had they known what they were doing, it would 
be different. 

Oh, Father, let m« not be one of those con- 
senting to crucify Jesus by m,y ignorance. 1 
have advantaged by His teaching; let urie 
imitate Him, and be guided by Hi/m alway. 
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E saved others, himself lie cannot save. 



H 



Jesus had lived His life and crowned His 
work by His death. 

He saved others, and will do so for all time. 

He died, but still hves an everlasting-, vital, 
and spiritual influence. 



Je8U8j ray Saviour, 

I will sing of Him alway. 
Jesua who died to save sinners^ 

Simg ye aloud. 
Jesus the Saviour of aU meUj 

Sing His praises. 
JesuSy Ood^s chosen Christ, 

Sung by the universe. 
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rr 0-DAY shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise . 



A sect of the Jews believed that Paradise was 
a place of happiness, to which the souls of the 
pious were received immediately on death. 

Of such a place as Paradise we have no 
definite knowledge. 



If ParacUae is p)here Thou arty 

There would I be. 

To be with Jeeua is hctppmess indeed. 

The kmgdom of Heaven. 

Am I worthy to jom Thee? 

Thou only knowest. 

My sold is in Thy hcrndsy 

My Father and Ood. 

B 
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"ClATHBR, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit. 



The last words of Jesus. 

This should be the prayer of every man, 
made in perfect confidence in the justice of 
God, 

Grod has created us, and He knows what to 
do with our spirits. 

Have no fear, God is just. 

He knows us, our weakness, and our tempta- 
tions. 



My eoul to Thee I commend. 
In Thy hands it is safe. 
Thou art ray Maker and Judge, 
Thou knowest my weakness^ 
My trials and temptationa. 
I trust only va Thee, 
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A ND having said this, he gave up the 
ghost. 



Jesus died. 

As man dies, so did he die. 

He yielded up his spirit to his Maker. 

God knows what to do with the spirit of man. 

Man does not know, and it is good for him that 
it is so. 

If it were well for man that he should know, 
Grod would teach us. 



OA, my Father, when Thou callest upon me, 
to yield up Thy Spi/rU vrithm me to Thy cltarge, 
may I do so with the faith shown by Jesus. My 
body wUl return to the earth of which it is 
raade, and my soul to Thee, from whom it 
ea/me. 

Qod be m^ToifvZ to me a sim/ner. 
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/^ BEATER love hatli no man than this : 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends. 



The sacrifice of everything — ^life — all. 

To man is given the gift of life, added to which 
God has given His Holy Spirit, that he may 
return it to God, worthy of the donor. 

If a man gives his life for his friends, he gives 
all, and proves his great love. 

Love, man's attribute. 



He gave Hie life for ue^ 

Jeaue the Comforter. 
He died upon the CrosSj 
To prove His greater love 
For U8j for man, hie friemde, 
Jesfwe the Comforter. 
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/^EETAINLY this was a righteous man« 



The centurion who was an eye-witness of the 
condemnation and death of Jesus, acknowledged, 
in spite of prejudice, that He was a righteous 
man, that His conduct and death upon the Gross 
proved the honesty of His purpose. 

Unprejiidiced observers must have been struck 
with the cabnness of the conduct of Jesus during 
His trial and execution. 



He was a righteous mem, 

Jesua the Christ, 
He died as He had lived, 
FvU of love amd charity. 
" Forgive them, they know not what they do. 
Irvto Thy hands I commeTid my spvrit,^^ 

My Father amd my God. 
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TITB have heard him ourselves, and know 
that this is indeed the Christ, the 
Saviour of the world. 



And we can hear Him now if we choose. 

Sead what is written of Him, compare His life 
and teaching with that of other men ; ask your 
own hearts, and the answer will be : " This is, 
indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world." 



Christy the Chosen One of Oody 

Selected to free mcmkmd 

From the burden of the flesh and of avyij 

Enxible Thy Holy Spirit 

To gather strength within me. 

And to burst its bonds 

Tram/meUed by the body. 
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J)Oye 



now believe? 



I came from the Father, and am come into the 
world ; again I leave the world and go to the 
Father. 

Do you now believe? I am the Christ, the 
Chosen One of God ; Jesus, the Comforter, sent 
into the world to teach mankind the doctrine of 
universal love. 



Lordy I believej pa/rdon my unbelief. My 
soul is fuU of Thy teaching. I would give 
myself wholly to Thee, and Thy work ; aid me 
to withd/raw mysdf from, the ca/res of the 
world. 
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HE Lord is risen indeed. 



T 



The death of Jesus was but the begiiming of 
the mission of His Word. His life, His teaching 
is the leaven that will leaven the whole lump. 
Purity, and the highest humanity was lived and 
preached by Jesus. Jesus, the perfect man, should 
be the model on which every man should en- 
deavour to form his character. 

Jesus has risen indeed. 



The Lord ia risen mdeed. 
His Word through aU the world 
Lies deep in the heart of man : 
The law of love a/nd charity. 
The Lord is risen indeed. 
He is herey He is there^ 
His presence is around me. 
J rest m His arms. 
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fyHUS it behoved Christ to suffer, and to 
rise from the dead, and that repent- 
ance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among aU nations. 



The Lord has risen indeed! His Word pervades 
the civilised world, in spite of all the mystery, 
dogma, and fable which have been introduced by 
his followers to deceive the ignorant. 

Great is truth, and it will prevail. 



Jesus vnvvmctus. 
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EHOLD the man. 



B 



Aye, behold the man I 

Here was a man indeed: the God-like man. 
The man who had so much of the spirit of truth 
within Him that He laid down His life for His 
friends. Greater love hath no man than this. 



My Ood, let ma vniitate Jesua. 

AMEN. 
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